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to tell Adam Cooper why Red Bull was confident about the switch 
and how Honda was able to redeem itself so impressively. 
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NEWS 


HAAS SEEKS NEW DRIVER 
AFTER AXEING MAZEPIN 


Formula 1 team Haas has been left searching for a new 
driver for 2022 after axeing Nikita Mazepin from its 
line-up in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

Haas announced last weekend that it had terminated 
Mazepin’s contract along with its Uralkali title 
sponsorship agreement with immediate effect. “As 
with the rest of the Formula 1 community, the team 
is shocked and saddened by the invasion of Ukraine 
and wishes for a swift and peaceful end to the 
conflict,” said the team’s statement. 

Uralkali’s Russian-themed livery was removed from 
Haas’s car for the final day of pre-season testing at 
Barcelona. Team principal Gunther Steiner and other 
senior officials at Haas undertook a full review of the 
matter last week, leading to the decision to terminate 
the agreement. Mazepin’s father Dmitry is a director at 


Uralkali and has ties to Russian president Vladimir Putin. 


It brings to an end a turbulent time for Mazepin with 


Giovinazzi could be 
on the threshold of 
an F1 salvation 


GALLOWAY 


-— - 


Haas, and the Russian claimed in a post on social media 
that his “ongoing willingness to accept the conditions 
proposed in order to continue were completely ignored 
and no process was followed in this unilateral step”. 
Mazepin was planning to hold a press conference 

on Wednesday, after Autosport went to print. 

The conditions Mazepin cited were outlined by the 
FIA after it decided to allow Russians to still compete. 
Following an extraordinary meeting of the World Motor 
Sport Council last week, it was announced that Russians 
and Belarusians could race “only in their neutral 
capacity and under the ‘FIA flag; subject to specific 
commitment and adherence to the FIA’s principles of 
peace and political neutrality, until further notice”. 

The decision went against the grain compared 
to many other international sporting federations, 
including motorcycle racing’s FIM, which followed the 
International Olympic Committee’s recommendation 
to suspend Russians and Belarusians from competing. 
The FIA did say that no events would be taking place 
in either country until further notice. 

British national body Motorsport UK took matters 
into its own hands by announcing one day later that 
it had suspended Russian and Belarusian licensed 
drivers and teams from competing at events in the UK. 
This would have precluded Mazepin from racing in the 
British Grand Prix had he continued to drive in F1. 

“This is a time for the international motorsport 
community to act and show support for the people 
of Ukraine and our colleagues at the Federation 
Automobile d’Ukraine [FAU],” said Motorsport UK 
chairman David Richards. “We would encourage the 
motorsport community and our colleagues around the 
world to fully embrace the recommendations of the IOC 


ALL PHOTOGRAPHY 


Fittipaldi, here in action 
in 2020 Abu Dhabi GP, 
tests this week in Bahrain 


and do whatever we can to end this war.” Similar action 
was taken by the German and Finnish federations. 

The decision to axe Mazepin has left Haas in search 
of a new driver with less than two weeks to go until the 
start of the 2022 Fi season. Team owner Gene Haas 
confirmed to the Associated Press last weekend that 
reserve Pietro Fittipaldi was due to drive in this week’s 
Bahrain test, but that the team was evaluating “several 
candidates” for the full-time seat. 

It is understood that Antonio Giovinazzi is the 
strongest contender, given Haas’s ties to Ferrari. 
Giovinazzi was dropped by Alfa Romeo at the end of last 
season and has since moved into Formula E with Dragon, 
but has been open about his hopes of returning to Fi in 
the future. He continues to serve as Ferrari’s F1 reserve. 

Despite the importance of Uralkali’s financial 
support, Gene Haas was confident that his eponymous 
team had the resources to manage. “Haas has always 
been the major, primary sponsor, I don’t know why 
people said it became a Russian team,” he told AP. 

“Haas Automation was always on the car. We’re good. 
We’re fine. We’d like more money, of course, but we’re 
fine. This just gives us a bigger negative number.” 

Following the cancellation of this year’s Russian Grand 
Prix, F1 also confirmed last week that the race’s contract 
has been completely terminated. Fi was due to move 
from Sochi to St Petersburg’s Igora Drive circuit in 2023. 
LUKE SMITH 
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G-Drive pulls out over 
FIA’s Russia stipulation 


LE MANS 24 HOURS/WEC 


Russian entrant G-Drive Racing’s 
sportscar programmes have been 
put on hold as a result of the 
fallout from the invasion of 
Ukraine by Russia. That means it 
won’t be competing in the World 
Endurance Championship, the 
European Le Mans Series or 

at the Le Mans 24 Hours. 

The move was confirmed last 
weekend by Roman Rusinoy, 
team principal and driver with 
an operation that has competed 
in top-line sportscar racing since 
2013 and won the WEC LMP2 
class in 2015. He said in a short 
statement on his private Instagram 
account that members of the team 
“won’t compete for GDR” in 2022, 
and that “we are already looking 
at different projects to develop 
motorsports in our country”. 

Rusinov explained that he 
was unwilling to agree to the 
conditions laid down by the FIA 
for the participation of Russian 
competitors in international 
motorsport following the 
country’s invasion of Ukraine 
at the end of last month. But the 
back story to the disappearance of 
the solo G-Drive ORECA-Gibson 
o7 LMP2s from the WEC and 
ELMS entry lists is almost 
certainly more complicated. 

It is unclear whether Rusinov’s 
statement was designed to 
pre-empt the release of the Le 
Mans entry list, which had looked 


likely to come on Monday of 

this week. It is unlikely that a 
team named after a brand of the 
state-owned Gazprom energy 
company, which is therefore facing 
sanctions from around the world, 
would have been allowed to 
compete at Le Mans or in either of 
its two allied series. What options 
Rusinov was given to race under a 
different team name are unknown. 

G-Drive was returning to the 
WEC full-time this year with 
ex-Formula 1 driver Daniil Kvyat 
among its line-up, while a second 
car was due to run in the ELMS 
and was also entered for Le Mans. 
There is also another entry under 
the G-Drive Racing by APR banner 
in the ELMS, which was effectively 
an entry by the Algarve Pro Racing 
squad, G-Drive’s technical partner. 

G-Drive’s withdrawal, enforced 
or otherwise, combined with the 
decision of Peugeot not to contest 
Le Mans this year has left a 
shortfall in entries for the French 
enduro in June. The full 62-car 
entry was originally due to be 
announced early last week, but 
was delayed as race organiser 
the Automobile Club de l’Ouest 
monitored the world political 
situation and waited for 
guidance from the FIA. 

The entry looked likely to come 
out this Monday, only for the 
ACO to announce at 3pm that 
it was reopening entries for 
a 48-hour period. 

GARY WATKINS 
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Verstappen at Red Bull 
to 2028 on mega-deal 


FORMULA 1 


Formula 1 world champion 
Max Verstappen will stay 
with Red Bull until the end of 
the 2028 season after signing 
a five-year extension to 
his contract. Red Bull team 
principal Christian Horner 
has called the new deal a 
“real statement of intent” 
as the Milton Keynes squad 
maps out its future. 

The Dutchman already had 
a contract that covered the 
2022 and 2023 seasons after 
a previous extension was 
announced in January 2020. 
The seven-year total duration 
of the new arrangement is 
believed to be the longest 
driver deal ever signed in F1. 

After winning the 
2.021 world championship, 
Verstappen joked that he 
wanted to stay with the team 
for the next “10 or 15 years’; 
and Red Bull motorsport boss 
Helmut Marko confirmed 
shortly afterwards that 


Toyota reveals | -- ~4a 


an extension was in the 
works. Ahead of the official 
confirmation of the deal, 
Dutch media suggested that a 
new contract could be worth 
up to €5o0million per year. 

Although Red Bull has lost 
its works Honda support, it 
has recently pulled in some 
major backing, including 
title sponsorship from Oracle 
and a $150m deal with 
cryptocurrency platform 
Bybit. Combined with the 
FIA cost cap restricting 
expenditure, this has given 
the team the confidence to 
spend whatever it takes to 
keep its star driver. 

“T really enjoy being part 
of the Oracle Red Bull Racing 
team, so choosing to stay to 
the 2028 season was an easy 
decision,” Verstappen said. “I 
love this team and last year 
was simply incredible. Our 
goal since we came together 
in 2016 was to win the 
championship and we have 
done that, so now it’s about 


Actors 
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keeping the number 1 on 
the car long-term.” 

The extended contract 
secures Verstappen’s services 
into the first three years of the 
new engine regulations, which 
come into play in 2026. The 
newly formed Red Bull 
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Powertrains division is already 
working on a project for the 
new rules, and the deal gives 
Red Bull a strong hand in its 
ongoing negotiations with 

the Volkswagen Group 
regarding engine supply. 

ADAM COOPER 


TOYOTA 


tweaks for 
its Hypercar 


WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Toyota has revealed the specification of 
the latest version of the GRoio HYBRID 
Le Mans Hypercar with which it will defend 
its World Endurance Championship titles 
in 2022. The car has the different-size 
wheels and tyres as predicted, as well 
as some visible aerodynamic changes. 

The switch of wheel sizes to the 
second option allowed within the rules 
(see Autosport, 24 February) has been 
confirmed. The two GRo10s will run 12.5in 
fronts and 14in rears rather than the 13in 
all-round of the original iteration of the car 
that won the drivers’ and manufacturers’ 
Hypercar titles last year. 
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Toyota Gazoo Racing Europe technical 
director Pascal Vasselon explained that 
the change has been designed “to address 
challenges we faced last season with 
management of the rear tyres”. 

No mention has been made of changes to 
the so-called ’120 Rule? which refers to the 
speed in kilometres per hour at which the 
hybrid power can be deployed at the front 
axle. This is moving from the technical 
regulations into the Balance of Performance 
system, meaning it can change from race to 
race. It is understood that the change was 
a contributing factor in Toyota’s decision. 

A higher and longer engine-cover fin — 
also known as a dorsal fin — and enlarged 
rear-wing endplates were described by 


Toyota as “the most visible” of the 
aerodynamic developments. These were 
made necessary by the change in wheel size 
to maintain airflow and remain within the 
performance windows laid down by the 
LMH regulations. The two aerodynamic 
fences on top of the cockpit have also 

been revised and are now longer. 

The engine settings of the GRo1o have 
been adjusted for 2022 in line with the 
introduction of a new 100% renewable 
fuel from the single supplier, TotalEnergies. 
Vasselon described the new fuel, made from 
waste products of the wine industry, as 
“an important step on the journey towards 
carbon neutrality for TGR and WEC”. 

GARY WATKINS 
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IndyCar delays-hybrid intro- 


Global supply-chain difficulties with some 
hybrid-system components have persuaded 
IndyCar to delay the introduction of its 
next-generation engines by one year. 
IndyCar was set to move to larger 2.4-litre 
twin-turbo V6s with hybrid units at the 
start of next season, and Chevrolet-I]mor 
and Honda Performance Development have 
been working to that deadline. Engines were 
originally due to begin testing in the first 
quarter of this year, with hybrid units from 
German company Mahle. But IndyCar’s 
decision to push the engines’ debut back 


Glickenhaus 
tries for 
third car 


Se 


to 2024 means the current 2.2-litre units 
are to soldier on for a 12th season. 
IndyCar president Jay Frye said: “We 
are very encouraged by the progress our 
team and our partners have made, but an 
immediate decision needed to be made 
to ensure we are prepared for the 2023 
season utilising our current 2.2-litre engine 
package. Thanks to our great partners at 
Honda and Chevrolet for working through 
this challenging supply-chain situation.” 
Despite the supply delays for some of 
the components of the hybrid unit, the 
first on-track test of the 2.4-litre V6s 
will be held on 30-31 March at Sebring. 


Glickenhaus could run a third Le Mans 
Hypercar at the Le Mans 24 Hours. That 
might just be the end result of a speculative 
tweet put out by the American entrant after 
it was announced on Monday that entries 
for the double-points World Endurance 


Championship round in June were reopening. 


Team founder Jim Glickenhaus has 
revealed that he was contacted by an 
existing sportscar entrant after the team 
tweeted: “Once in a lifetime opportunity. A 
Glickenhaus 007 LMH with factory entry in 
Le Mans. Conditions apply.’ He explained 
that a deal had been “agreed in principle’, 
but stressed that it had not been concluded. 
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“We are proud of the hard work and 
level of commitment by our engine group, 
along with our teams and partners, in the 
development of the Chevrolet 2.4-litre 
engine for our IndyCar programme,” 
said GM motorsports competition 
engineering director Mark Stielow. 

HPD president and technical director 
David Salters said: “We have finished 
development and dyno testing of our new 
internal combustion engine, and once the 
hybrid-system component supply-chain 
issues are sorted, we’ll begin track testing 
of the new hybrid power unit.” 


“T’m not saying that we have a deal or 
even if the Automobile Club de l’Ouest [the 
race organiser] will accept another car from 
us, but we are working hard on this,” said 
Glickenhaus. “I think we have a chance of 
putting it together. We don’t have three cars 
at the moment, but we can make it happen 
by working 24/7 for three months.” 

He explained that the car would be 
run by the Glickenhaus Racing set-up made 
up of personnel from Podium Advanced 
Technologies and Joest Racing that will 
run his full-season WEC entry and a 
one-off car for Le Mans. The entity 
Glickenhaus is working with, he 
said, would bring its own drivers. 
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Motorcycle legend Valentino Rossi 

will be teamed with Audi factory drivers 
Nico Muller and Frederic Vervisch for 
his first full season on four wheels in 
2.022, racing a WRT-run Audi in the 

GT World Challenge Europe. 

Nurburgring 24 Hours winner Vervisch 
will drive the #46 Audi R8 LMS GT3 Evo II 
in all 10 Endurance Cup and Sprint Cup 
rounds. Multiple DTM race winner Muller 
joins them for the long races, the Spa 24 
Hours double-points round in July included. 

WRT always promised that seven-time 
MotoGP world champion Rossi would have 


contracted Audi Sport drivers as his 
team-mates for the Pro class entry. It 
has vowed to do everything it can to put 
him at the front of the field this year. 

Team boss Vincent Vosse said that he 
was “happy to announce such a great driver 
line-up” when WRT’s full five-car assault 
on the GTWCE was confirmed last week. 

“T am happy to welcome to the WRT family 
some new faces but also pleased to retain 
long-standing friends,” he added. 

Dries Vanthoor and Charles Weerts, who 
are also part of the Audi works roster, will 
defend their overall title together. They 
will share a new Evo II in the Sprints, with 
another factory driver, Kelvin van der Linde, 


joining them for the enduros. 

Christopher Mies is the final Audi man 
on the WRT squad this year. He will drive 
the third Pro car in the Sprints with Porsche 
Carrera Cup France graduate Jean-Baptiste 
Simmenauer. Mies will move over to the 
Sainteloc team for the enduros to drive with 
Patric Niederhauser and Lucas Legeret. 

New Mercedes signing Lucas Auer 
will dovetail his DTM campaign with 
the Winward team, formerly HTP, with an 
attack on the GIWCE Endurance Cup. The 
Austrian will drive a Mercedes-AMG GT3 
in the new Gold Cup pro-am class alongside 
Lorenzo Ferrari and Jens Liebhauser. 


Red Bull rookie Hadjar fastest in pre-season test 


Hadjar’s 2021 Regional 


While Liam Lawson was 
doing the business in 
Formula 2 (see right), new 
Red Bull Junior recruit Isack 
Hadjar led the way in the 
three-day FIA Formula 3 
pre-season test in Bahrain. 

Franco-Algerian Formula 
Regional graduate Hadjar 
(right) topped the times on 
two of the three days with 
Hitech GP, outpacing ART 
Grand Prix’s Victor Martins 
by 0.355 seconds. 
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team-mate Zane Maloney 
was fastest on the opening 
day with Trident, and that 
time remained good enough 
for third overall. Others to 
top sessions were Ferrari- 
backed Arthur Leclerc 
(Prema) and Czech 
Roman Stanek (Trident). 
Jonny Edgar (Trident) was 
best of the Brits in fifth, 
with Carlin’s new Williams 
junior Zak O’Sullivan 12th 
and Prema’s Ferrari protege 
Ollie Bearman in 18th. 


4 TOP 10 TIMES 

= 

Fe 

& 1 IsackHadjar (Hitech) 1m47.247s 

rs 

- 2 Victor Martins (ART) 1m47.602s 
3  ZaneMaloney (Trident) 1m47.614s 
4  JakCrawford (Prema) 1m47.628s 
5 Jonny Edgar (Trident) 1m47.629s 
6 Gregoire Saucy (ART) 1m47.719s 
7  CaioCollet (MP) 1m47.782s 
8 William Alatalo (Jenzer) 1m47.783s 


9 JuanManuelCorrea(ART) 1m47.834s 


10 Roman Stanek (Trident) 1m47.854s 
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Lawson smashes It with Carlin 


Red Bull Junior Liam Lawson produced 
an eye-opening performance to top 
last week’s three-day pre-season FIA 
Formula 2 test in Bahrain with Carlin. 


The New Zealander, who competed with 
Hitech GP in his rookie F2 season last year, 


topped Thursday afternoon’s session by a 
clear 0.473 seconds. This was the running 
in which most teams decided to equip 
their drivers with the two sets of option 
tyres allowed over the test for a qualifying 
simulation. Prema Racing, however, went 
against the grain and gave its drivers one 
set of soft Pirellis each on Wednesday 
afternoon. Jehan Daruvala (like Lawson 

a Red Bull Junior) went fastest in this 
session, and his time was eclipsed only 
by Lawson — albeit by 0.451s — across 
the remainder of the test. 

A sandstorm put paid to the final 
session on Friday afternoon, but there 
was only a small handful of option tyres 
across the whole paddock left unused. 

Carlin chief Trevor Carlin was happy 
with the progress of both Lawson and 
Logan Sargeant, who was the fastest F2 
rookie. “The team’s gelled,” he said. “Liam 
and Logan have fitted in nicely and are 


getting on well. Liam is very confident, 
and he’s been working away quietly. 

“Every session we had prior to the 
quali-type session, him and Logan were 
normally within 0.005s, but when it came 
to putting the softs on Liam stepped up and 
drove a perfect lap. I was pleased to see that, 
because everything has been going well and 
he was able to do it when it counts.” 

Brits Jake Hughes and Olli Caldwell were 
11th (with Van Amersfoort Racing) and 
21st (Campos Racing) respectively. 


TOP 10 TIMES 


1 LiamLawson (Carlin) 1m41.623s 
2 Jehan Daruvala (Prema) 1m42.074s 
3 RalphBoschung (Campos) 1m42.096s 
4  TheoPourchaire (ART) 1m42.096s 
5 Logan Sargeant (Carlin) 1m42.133s 
6 JackDoohan (Virtuosi) 1m42.144s 
7 Marino Sato (Virtuosi) 1m42.174s 
8 Frederik Vesti (ART) 1m42.174s 
9 Felipe Drugovich (MP) 1m42.273s 
10 RichardVerschoor (Trident) 1m42.297s 


PARFITT IN THE 
HARD ARMY NOW 
WITH INFINITI 


Second-generation Surrey 
rocker Rick Parfitt Jr has secured 
a switch to a rear-wheel-drive 
Infiniti Q50 for his sophomore 
season in the British Touring 
Car Championship. 

Former British GT champion 
Parfitt, 47, campaigned an 
Excelr8 Motorsport Hyundai i30 
N in his rookie BTCC attack in 
2021. He scored a best result of 
16th and was targeting a switch 
away from front-wheel-drive 
machinery for 2022. 

Parfitt (below) will represent 
Team Hard, whose Kent 
premises are now housing the 
Laser Tools Racing Infinitis 
following that squad’s split 
with BMR Racing, with which it 
carried Ash Sutton to the 2020 
and 2021 titles. This will be in 
addition to Hard’s four-car 
line-up of Cupra Leons. 

Hard had already confirmed 
a new tie-up with Italian 
engineering consultancy 
Hexathron Racing Systems, 
under which the company’s 
Federico Turrata will assist with 
development of the Cupra. It 
was Turrata who carried out the 
2019 redesign of the Infiniti for 
LTR prior to Aiden Moffat’s 
mid-season switch to that car, 
before BMR moved the project 
on further for Sutton. 
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VANTHOOR IN DTM PORSCHE 


Top-line Porsche star Laurens 
Vanthoor has been named for DTM 
newcomer SSR Performance’s squad 
this season. The Belgian will line up 
alongside Dennis Olsen in SSR’s team 
of 911 GT3-Rs on his return toa 
European focus after racing in IMSA. 


BEECHDEAN FOR GIWCE 
Beechdean AMR will return to GT 
World Challenge Europe this year 
for the first time since 2014, with 

a two-car team of Aston Martin 
Vantage GT3s fielded by Prodrive 
in the Endurance Cup. Team patron 
Andrew Howard is the first-named 
driver, switching across from British 
GT. He was joined in his Gold 
Cup-class car during testing at Paul 
Ricard earlier this week by Valentin 
Hasse-Clot and Theo Nouet. 


ZAGAZETA STEPS INTO FRECA 


Peruvian Matias Zagazeta, who 

was last year’s British Formula 4 
runner-up, has stepped up to 

the Formula Regional European 
Championship by Alpine for 2022. 
Zagazeta is the first driver confirmed 
in Barcelona-based Swiss squad 

G4 Racing’s three-car line-up. 


AZMAN’S HITECH SEAT 


Malaysian Nazim Azman has joined 
the swelling ranks of GB3/British F3 
race winners to be competing in FIA 
F3 this season. Azman, who moved 
on from the UK scene to finish fourth 
in Euroformula Open last season, has 
taken the final seat at Hitech GP. 


BRUCE JOHNSTONE 1937-2022 


Bruce Johnstone, who has died at the 
age of 85 in his native South Africa, 
was a noted talent who raced briefly 
for the BRM Formula 1 team in 1962, 
the year it won the title with Graham 
Hill. Johnstone came close to winning 
the 1961 South African Drivers’ crown, 
and caught the eye of BRM when 

the F1 establishment contested the 
country’s end-of-season races. But 
he only got three races with BRM: 
after a fourth in the Oulton Park 

Gold Cup, he was second to 
team-mate Richie Ginther in his heat 
at Westmead before engine problems 
in the final. He finished a delayed 
ninth at East London in the first world 
championship South African GP. 
Johnstone, who also won the 1962 
Kyalami 9 Hours with David Piper ina 
Ferrari 250 GTO, was disillusioned at 
his BRM treatment and retired in 1963. 
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Danny Ongais 1942-2022 
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Danny Ongais, nicknamed ‘Danny 
On-The-Gas’ and the ‘Flyin’ Hawaiian’ and 
who has died of congestive heart failure 
aged 79, scored six Indycar wins and 11 
poles in a two-year purple patch driving a 
Parnelli-Cosworth for Interscope Racing. 
After winning a motorcycle title in his 
native Hawaii in 1960, Ongais went on 
to become a drag racing ace. He finished 
runner-up in the Top Fuel class at the 
1966 NHRA US Nationals, and three years 
later clinched Funny Car class honours 
at the same event. He and renowned 
innovator Mickey Thompson also set 
nearly 300 national and international 
speed records on the Bonneville Salt Flats 
in a Mach 1 Mustang during the 1960s. 
But service in the US Army in Europe 
had turned Ongais onto sportscar racing. 
His domination of SCCA competition in 
1974 caught the eye of media mogul Ted 


Best F1 finish 
at Mosport Park 


MOTORSPORT IMAGES 
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Field, who had recently founded Interscope 
Records. Ongais and Field teamed up with 
success in Formula 5000 and Indycar in 
the late 1970s. Ongais even started four 
Formula 1 grands prix — he scored a best 
finish of seventh in the 1977 Canadian GP 
with a one-year-old Penske PC4, before 

in 1978 he raced for Ensign and attempted 
to qualify an Interscope Shadow. 

In 1977 Ongais had taken his maiden 
Indycar victory at Michigan. Three pole 
positions swiftly followed, but his Parnelli’s 
unreliability prevented further triumphs. 
More of the same followed in 1978. Ongais 
earned eight poles and scored five wins, but 
the car’s finishing record remained poor. 

Ongais’s best finish in his 11 Indy 500 
starts was a fourth in 1979, the same year 
he teamed up with Field and Hurley 
Haywood to capture victory in the 
Daytona 24 Hours driving a Porsche 935. 

Ongais suffered some fearsome crashes 
in his career, including a shunt in the 1981 
Indy 500 that left him recuperating for the 
remainder of the season. Six years later, 
Interscope partnered with Team Penske 
to run a Penske-Chevrolet at Indy, but 
Ongais crashed in practice and suffered a 
concussion that sidelined him. His entry 
was taken over by Al Unser, who would 
go on to score his fourth 500 triumph. 

Nine years later, at the age of 54, 

Ongais was called out of retirement to 
race for Team Menard when its Indy 500 
polesitter Scott Brayton perished in a 
post-qualifying crash. Despite having to 
start from 33rd and last, Ongais drove 
his way to a seventh-place finish. 

DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 
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The comeback story to watch 


Alex Albon is poised to start his third F1 season, with a third team. And the reasons 
he’s held in such high regard by backer Red Bull make him a good fit for Williams 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


omeback stories contain some of the best tales in 
sport — and motorsport is no different. In Formula 
C 1, the past two years have featured Fernando 
Alonso’s return from his sportscar, IndyCar and 
Dakar Rally sojourn, plus his Alpine team-mate 
Esteban Ocon coming back with Renault after spending 2019 
on the sidelines amid the fallout of the final Force India days. 

There might now be a shock return for the coming season given 
the unexpected opening at Haas. With Nikita Mazepin and the 
Uralkali sponsorship dropped after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
the American team has a slot to fill alongside Mick Schumacher. 

At the time of writing, Haas is still assessing its options. Its 
test and reserve driver Pietro Fittipaldi will take up what would 
have been Mazepin’s share of seat time in the three-day Bahrain 
test getting under way today, but recently axed Alfa Romeo driver 
Antonio Giovinazzi appears in witha strong shout of getting 
the race drive too. He has much more experience and important 
links to Haas’s engine supplier Ferrari, which would seemingly 
give him an edge over any other comeback candidate, such 
as 2020 supersub Nico Hulkenberg. 

But while all that remains hypothetical for Haas, previous 
experience was a key reason why the only driver definitely set to 
make an F1 comeback in 2022 got another chance. Alex Albon is 
about to start his third F1 season, with his third team. This time, 


“Albon is all in with his new 
team, just has he was a year 
ago as Red Bull's reserve” 


he’s lining up for Williams alongside Nicholas Latifi. The storied 
squad had had the same line-up for the past two seasons but, with 
George Russell called up for his big break at the works Mercedes 
team, finding his replacement represented the first new Williams 
driver signing of the Dorilton Capital ownership era. Its 
investment meant Williams didnot have to focus entirely on 
drivers with budgets when considering its vacant seat. 

In the end, it boiled down to a choice between two young 
and up-and-coming drivers: Albon and Mercedes’ Formula E 
world champion Nyck de Vries. The former got the edge because 
of his previous F1 exploits with Toro Rosso and Red Bull in 2019 
and 2020. But don’t discount the impact of his work to help 
Red Bull’s championship charge with Max Verstappen last 
year. This impressed Helmut Marko and Christian Horner 


so much that they worked to enable Albon’s second Fi race 
shot, albeit outside the Red Bull fold. 

Albon said his initial feeling with the Williams FW44 was 
“pretty good’, and that the design was“a good place to begin 
with” His assertion that there is “nothing obvious sticking out” 
that needs hurriedly addressing reflects the quiet confidence 
emanating from his team in Spain — it isnot expecting to bea 
backmarker in 2022. The true pecking order across the whole field 
is still masked but will be revealed very soon — in qualifying for 
next week’s Bahrain Grand Prix. That said, the Sakhir circuit’s 
abrasive surface likely means a definitive order won’t be set, 
as rear tyre wear will be a major challenge. 

While Albon carries on settling in at Williams, Latifi also enters 
his third Fi campaign, albeit on an uninterruptedrun with the same 
team. Williams values the Canadian for his precise feedback on car 
feeling, but believes he still needs to drive more instinctively and 
not overthink. But with the stability provided by Latifi’s continued 
presence allied to Albon’s experience on understanding and 
improving a challenging Red Bull package in recent years, Williams 
has a solid driver line-up with which to enter F1’s new era. 

They were also Formula 2 team-mates at DAMS in 2018, 
whichis perhaps more prescient than it seems on the surface 
given that the new Fi designs, says Albon, feel“almost like an F2 
car in terms of the way it responds” sluggishly in slow corners. 
Their F2 partnership only lasted a year, with Albon earning a 
Red Bull recall to its junior scheme — to which he is still linked — 
at Toro Rosso (albeit only after wrangling out of his deal to race 
for DAMS’s FE effort with Nissan). For now, their Williams 
partnership has a similar shelf life. 

This is partly because Red Bullhas an option on Albon’s 
services for 2023 but, with Verstappen and Sergio Perez getting 
on so well, it’s hard to see a major change at that squad. The 
bigger question concerns what would happen if Pierre Gasly 
departs AlphaTauri for pastures new next year, should he 
wish to leave the Red Bull fold that has, much like with 
Albon, served him both generously and harshly... 

But it’s clear that Albon isn’t treating 2022 as aone-year 
Williams effort, evenifhe has no guarantee of a longer stay. 

He’s all in with his new team, just has he was a year agoas Red 
Bull’s reserve after overcoming the pain of seeing Perez take his 
place. That superteam saw enough in Albon to get him into F1, 
into its main squad, and then back onto the grid for 2022. Ifhe 
can display the same resilience and talent for Williams in the 
upcoming campaign, Albon will put himself in the best stead 
to earn along stay in the category. He wants to go places. And 
Williams, now at acrucial and opportune moment in its 

own, different, Fi comeback story, does too. 
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OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


With the Andretti name being one of the biggest in motorsport history, 


surely F1 should be bending over backwards to help this become a reality 


MICHAEL SKEET 


New F1 teams should be encouraged 
Here we go again, F1 shooting itself in the foot when it comes to new 
teams trying to enter. Michael Andretti seems very serious about 
setting up a brand new team (Pit + Paddock, 3 March), and with the 
Andrettiname being one of the biggest in motorsport history, 
surely F1 should be bending over backwards to help it become 
areality, but no, as usual nothing is ever that straightforward. 

Fineeds credible new teams to be able to enter, and easily, as it 
freshens things up. It would also create more seats for prospective 
drivers, especially for the likes of F2 champion Oscar Piastri, who 
is currently twiddling his thumbs on the sidelines as there is 
nowhere for him to go. It is criminal that an F2 champion of his 
quality is unable to secure a drive. We need to get back to having 
26 cars on the grid, and with the Andretti team being there, we 
would be on the way up to that number. 

Do we want more Andrea Moda-type teams (remember them?), 


Supercars star Chaz Mostert, 
already no stranger to bouts 
of follicular flamboyance, 
sported this extraordinary 
blue thatch at Sydney 
Motorsport Park, winning 
race two and taking the 7 


points lead. Report [page 47] - 
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no we don’t, but with someone like Andretti wanting to come in, 
it has to be ano-brainer. So come on F1, let some common sense 
prevail, and help Michael get his team up andrunning for 2024. 
Aclosed shop is not good for the long-term health of the sport. 
Michael Skeet 

Lordswood, Southampton 


Motorsport’s very own glass ceiling 

Having beena W Series sceptic who became a convert, I now fear 
my initial instincts were correct: ifa driver of Jamie Chadwick’s 
proven calibre finds that, for all her success, funding to progress 
her career onwards and upwards is still not forthcoming, then 
we continue to have a major problem in affording appropriate 
respect to female drivers. 

Graeme Innes-Johnstone 
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WHAT KIND OF CHAMPION 
WILL MAX BE FOR FORMULA 1? 


He says it doesn’t change anything, but becoming world champion inevitably does exactly 
that — in many ways. So what can we expect from F1’s 34th title winner in 2022? 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 
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or the very first time, Max Verstappenis about toenteraseason fits withthe character Verstappen presents to the world — 


asacar racing champion. As a karting prodigy he secured the one of cool, hard detachment welded to an iron core of 
World KZ crown, but an intriguing element of his sensational supreme self-belief. A sim-racing livestream clip where 
rise through the single-seater ranks to become a superstar at Verstappen explains that his cats are making their way 
the highest stage of global motorsport is that he didn’t holda through his home rig set-up hints at a softer reality. 
single title in cars before arriving in F1. Not that this was his But Verstappen is wrong. Now he is a world champion, 
fault, really. Verstappen’s first season out of karting, his single his life has changed forever. 
European Formula 3 campaign, was when his legend truly kicked off, For astart, his words simply carry considerably more 
as his burgeoning reputation and results attracted intense interest weight than they did before. Not that Verstappen, the 
from Red Bull and Mercedes about a future Fi promotion. undisputed star of one of Fi’s superteams, was previously 
The former could offer one immediately, effectively casting aside ignored or discounted. Any driver who could take the 
several drivers already on its famously merciless junior programme fight to Hamilton in sucha manner as he did, and 


indeed surely still does, would commandattention. >> 


to get Verstappen in at Toro Rosso for 2015. By the middle of 
the following season, he was an 18-year-old grand prix 
winner for the senior squad, and when 2021 concluded 

he had become only the second former Red Bull junior 
toclinch the ultimate prize: the F1 drivers’ title. 

For aracer whose career has developed at a stunning 
and rare speed, Verstappen insisted in the aftermath of 
his controversial title triumph against Lewis Hamilton 
in Abu Dhabilast December that his latest and biggest 
success nevertheless meant “my life will not change” 
“T’m of course very happy that I won the championship,” 
he told an empty press conference room at the Yas 
Marina track (save for a handful of FOM and FIA 
media staff), the F1 press corps tuning in via Zoom 
thanks to the COVID protocols of the day.“That’s 
the final achievement that I wanted in Formula1, 
so everything else that comes now isa bonus.” 

Given Verstappen had been asserting essentially the 
same sentiment since the Turkish Grand Prix two months 
earlier — that even if he lost what immediately went down 
as one of the best title fights in F1 history, his life would 
remain as it was already — this was not surprising. It also 
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But as world champion, he is elevated to anew status. Extra respect is 
granted, while at the same time greater scrutiny is applied. Verstappen 
is no longer from the cohort of racing hopefuls dreaming of attaining 
the ultimate prize — he has it forever. His name is immortalised in 

the history books as a world champion. 

Winners attract fans. Verstappen’s home orange army inthe 
Netherlands is already famous around the world — huge swathes of the 
Yas Marina track’s many grandstands, most notably overlooking the 
reworked Turn 9g hairpin, at the 2021 finale were packed with his fervent 
followers. There will be many more in those who witnessed his success 
last year and attached themselves to his camp, potentially for life. 

For all his battles with British F1 stars in the 1990s and early 
2000s, Michael Schumacher had a loyal following on these shores. 
There’s aclear parallel with Verstappen here, withhis story in one 


“FOR ME, IT’S VERY UNFAIR WHAT 
HAPPENED TO MICHAEL — HE WAS 
BEING THROWN UNDER THE BUS” 


way strengthened by racing for a squad based in Milton Keynes. 
Even with his non-participation in the Netflix hit Drive to Survive — 
Verstappen is correct inhis assessment that the series bizarrely 
bends reality to suit its narrative, and he denies it his star power as 
aresult — the many new followers F1is attracting as a result ofits 
episodes will see his exploits and achievements shine through. 

At the first test of the 2022 pre-season at Barcelona two weeks ago, 
Verstappen faced the F1 media in the paddock for the first time since 
he became a world champion. Interest was high — with all that had 
changed in just a few short months, even if he did not envisage a change 
having taken place, what kind of champion would be waiting? 

In person, for the first time since the 2020 pre-season in the 
pre-pandemic age, Verstappen sat in the centre of the FIA’s stage 
above the Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya’s garages, flanked by 
Charles Leclerc and Sebastian Vettel to his right and Fernando 
Alonso and Yuki Tsunoda to his left. Although it may not have 
been the intent, two multiple world champions were placed to his 
side, the current star of the show given the most prominent billing. 

The press conference took place during the lunchbreak on the 


World champion was seated 
centre-stage for Barcelona 
test press conference 
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Verstappen’s 
vibrant army of 
fans has become 
a familiar sight at 
circuits around 
the world 


second day of the test, Thursday 24 February — the day Russia 
invaded Ukraine and the horror of open war reached Europe once 
again. The question of how F1 should respond given the Sochirace 
was then scheduled to take place on 25 September was quickly raised. 
Directed first at Vettel alone, Red Bull’s previous undisputed star 
weighed in with the commanding and fascinating wise demeanour 
he is presenting in the twilight years of his F1 career. 

“My own opinion is I should not go, I will not go, Ithink it’s 
wrong to race in that country,” Vettel explained. Later the rest of 
the assembled racers were asked if they would do likewise. Leclerc, 
answering first in this instance, insisted that while sad to see the 
events, he did not “have all the information about what’s happening” 
to take aclear stance inthat moment. Then came aclear test of 
Verstappen’s new position — and he aced it. 

“When a country is at war, it is not right to race there,” he said, before 
saying it was up to the whole Fi paddock to decide what should be done 
next (indeed a meeting between the championship’s key stakeholders 
was convened that evening, and Russia has since been stripped of its 
race-hosting contract). It wasn’t much, but it was enough. This is, after 


all, a driver who chose not to take the knee during the 
now removed pre-start ‘We Race as One’ ceremony. 

The same press conference contained another 
chance to witness how Verstappen would wield 
his new-found power, when all five drivers were 
asked for their take on the FIA’s decision to remove 
Michael Masias Fi race director and make sweeping, 
complex changes to officiating grand prix events. 
Having insisted during the off-season that the 
circumstances of his Abu Dhabi win meant his title was not 
correspondingly tarnished, Verstappen weighed in as if this had 
been an opportunity for which he had been looking. 

“Tthink it’s not correct,”he said.“Everyone always tries to do the best 
job, everyone can always use help. Like us drivers also — we have the 
whole team behind us, we prove it ourselves. For me, it’s very unfair 
what happened to Michael — he was really being thrown under the bus. 

“Now, [that they] did sack him like that in the first place for me 
is unacceptable. And now basically [that they] sacked him is really 
incredible. I feel really sorry for Michael. Because I think he was a very 
capable and good race director. Ihave 
nothing against the new race directors 
— because I think they are also very 
capable and very good race directors. 
But, personally, and for Michael, I felt 
really sad andI sent hima text as well.” 

He continued in the same vein for 
over two minutes, questioning why 
Masihad not been offered better 
support since taking over from the 
experienced and respected Charlie 
Whiting following his sudden death 
three years ago. He also suggested that 
the now removed arrangement of 
allowing F1 team bosses to speak to 
the race director during on-track 
proceedings to argue their driver’s case 
in contentious circumstances made 
things “impossible” for Masi. 

Most witheringly of all, he stated that 
he hoped that whatever comes next 
for the Australian — the FIA’s own 
statements said he willbe offered anew 
position within the organisation — 
it will be“better than being F1race 


MAX VERSTAPPEN 


New champion 
will carry #1 


REDBULL 


on his car 


Verstappen insists circumstances 
of his title victory have not 
tarnished the achievement 


director”. Powerful stuff, and Verstappen clearly knows it. 

It is, however, intriguing to wonder how he might have reacted had 
there been a different outcome in Abu Dhabi, one where the lapped cars 
between the he and Hamilton were not inexplicably waved through to 
allow the one-lap shootout he nailed on fresher rubber. That is a topic 
for fun debate — although obviously not on the social media cesspools 
that became even more toxic in the fallout from the Abu Dhabi 
controversy. We can all only play the circumstances before us, and 
so Verstappen did in relation to his view on Masi’s dismissal. 

There have been times during his run to becoming champion where 
his choice of words has backfired. His suggestion at the 2018 Canadian 
GP that he“might headbutt someone” if he got one more question 
about his series of early-season crashes and errors was one thing, even 
if spoken in jest. But his team radio comments after contact with Lance 
Stroll during practice for the 2020 Portuguese GP were quite another. 

There’s a certain amount of tolerance that must be given to racers 
instantly reacting to tough circumstances, as Alonso has argued, but 
Verstappen’s words —“Is this f****** guy blind? What the f*** is 
wrong with him? Jesus Christ. What a retard. Ihave damage. What 
amongol. I swear” — were completely unacceptable. 

Now that he is a world champion, if he were to make comments of a 
similar nature again, followed by another low-key acceptance that his 
choice of words was “not correct” — Verstappen did not outright 
apologise at the following race, and Red Bull team boss Christian 
Horner initially tried to play down the comments — then it would be 
even more of a stain upon the sport. 

And there’s one final element to be considered about Verstappen’s 
assertion that his life as achampion will be no different to before — 
that “everything else that comes now isa bonus”. 

F1is filled with drivers, even champions, who did not, for whatever 
reason, go on to fulfil their potential, where the first triumph should 
have led to many more but did not. Alonso here provides a handy 
comparison given how his career has played out since his consecutive 
titles with Renault nearly 20 years ago. But it is arecently retired >> 
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champion’s later career that should stand as a warning to those who 
regard good results following one championship win as“a bonus”. 

Consider the case of Kimi Raikkonen. Rather like Verstappen, 
his detachment from the F1 circus in turn made him more focused. 
But at the same time, his career peaked with his sole title with Ferrari 
in 2007, followed by what can now be viewed as stagnation and then 
decline, albeit peppered with flashes of the brilliance that took the 
Finn to the pinnacle of motorsport. Causation does not equal 
correlation, but Verstappen would be wise to be wary of the 
example Raikkonen’s F1 career now provides. 

Not that sucha course seems likely — or that, very much like 
Raikkonen, Verstappen has a single jot of concern about what anyone 
else thinks of his principles or his approach. That couldbe seen 
throughout his 2021 campaign. Time after time he attacked Hamilton 
witharelentless aggression not seen in F1 for a generation. 

Even in defence, suchas on the opening lap of the British 


“BAKU WAS NOT NICE. BUT THEY'RE 
ALL MOMENTS WHICH MAKE YOU A 
BETTER DRIVER | THINK AT THE END” 


Grand Prix, Verstappen’s refusal to concede even an inch to his 
(finally) similarly attacking rival contributed to their crash. Even 
though Hamilton was ultimately to blame for forcing the issue, 
the move drew clear parallels with Verstappen’s lunges at Imola 
and Barcelona, and later at Monza and in Jeddah. 

“Sitting in the hospital the whole evening [after the Silverstone 
shunt] having checks, that was definitely the lowest point,’ Verstappen 
reflected on his 2021 season in the aftermath of the Abu Dhabi race. 
“Because you don’t want to be there. Baku [and the tyre failure while 
clear in the lead] was not nice. But they’re all moments which make 
you abetter driver I think at the end.” 

That suggestion tallies pertinently with comments that Hamilton 
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made on his return to the public eye at the launch of the Mercedes W13 
last month. The seven-time world champion ended his media silence 
withano-holds-barred vow to be better than ever in response to such 
a devastating loss as he felt in Abu Dhabi, all while explaining that 

he has “no issues” with Verstappen. 

But it is Hamilton’s assertion that “we will go into another battle 
like we did last year and hopefully conduct ourselves... we will 
obviously grow from our races and experiences we had last year all 
through the season” that stands out here. Because it doesn’t quite 
fit with everything Verstappen has displayed to this point. This is 
that he is resolutely unyielding, an approach that was ultimately 
vindicated, to him personally, with the 2021 title. 

It seems very unlikely that if Red Bull is closely engaged with 
another squad (or squads) for Verstappen’s title defence in 2022 
that he will approach wheel-to-wheel racing any differently, 
although perhaps there was an inkling early in the Abu Dhabi race 
of asubtle change of Verstappen tack. In this case, he boldly attacked 
Hamilton into the Turn 6 left at the end of the back straight, but 
did at least make an effort to remain well within track limits. 

There, it was the Mercedes driver courting controversy by cutting the 
following corner, allowed to keep the place because Masi judged his 
subsequent slowing to be handing back the advantage gained — much 
to Red Bull’s fury. The return to racing will reveal whether this was the 
start of atrend, as with the notable and significant errors on display in 
Hamilton’s game last year, or a passing aberration for Verstappen. 

In the Barcelona press conference room, with numbers limited by 
F1’s remaining social distancing protocols, Autosport wanted to know 
if Verstappen had spent time considering his 2021 performance level 
during the off-season. His answer reveals a key difference to Hamilton, 
who said at the Mercedes launch event that he had, as in every winter, >> 
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considered whether he would be able 
to continue producing his best in F1 — 
the logical extension of this thinking 
is therefore where Hamilton feels he 
needs to be better. 

Hamilton and Verstappen are clearly 
in different places in their respective 
careers — Verstappen was not pondering 
retiring any time soon, even before the 
five-year extension to his Red Bull 
contract was announced last week. 

He was also guarded in his answer, 
although it must be said that Hamilton 
only publicly acknowledges weaknesses, 
for example his need in 2020 to improve 
his qualifying form after returning ‘only’ 
five poles in 2019 to Leclerc’s seven, 
when he feels in complete control of a 
particular challenge. After all, to give 
free ammunition to any adversary is most unwise. 

“Tt’s not like there’s one specific moment where I think about it,” 
Verstappen replied.“I think it just goes naturally. As a driver you 
always want to do better every single year, but it’s not like one aspect 
where you suddenly want to improve alot. It’s just step by step. Also, 
just general experience helps you. But now also the cars are very 
different, so this is another thing to learn and probably the biggest 
thing we need to get on top of as a driver.” 

And this is Verstappen’s challenge now, with just one more three- 
day test remaining in Bahrain with the RB18 before his title defence 
kicks off at the same Sakhir circuit. The three days of running at 
Barcelona revealed little concrete evidence of the year’s pecking 
order, but it was clear that Adrian Newey and the design crew have 
risen to the challenge of a heavily aerodynamic-focused new formula. 

Verstappen’s supreme skills will aid his transition into the new 
driving contest of F1’s latest rules reset era. He is extremely adaptable, 
as evidenced by his taming of the recalcitrant Red Bulls of the past 
two to three seasons, where drivers as fast (and, in the case of the last 
named, experienced) as Pierre Gasly, Alex Albon and Sergio Perez could 
not. Inhis first year at Red Bull in 2021, Perez found Verstappen’s set - 
ups were the only way to get the best out of the RB16B; he simply had 
to do more to emulate his team-mate’s results. 

When considering 2022 and the return to ground-effects, 
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Verstappen does need to amend one 
particular negative element of his 
performances. This is his propensity to 
have minor offs, often with the pressure 
on. These did decrease in regularity as 
the 2021 season unfolded, but small 
slips beyond track limits — suchas at 
the end of his Bahrain charge, in Imola 
qualifying, Portugal when leading 
Hamilton and pursuing Bottas, and 
on lap one in France — could have big 
consequences with these new cars. 
Hitting kerbs or running through gravel 
traps, however briefly, could well cause 
big problems for the complex new floors 
and the venturi tunnels that need 
constant and well-maintained sealing 
to deliver the best downforce levels and 
therefore lap time. A kerb strike at any 
track suchas the one Verstappen had in Paul Ricard practice, which 
Red Bull sporting boss Jonathan Wheatley estimated had caused 
“about £100,000” worth of damage to his bargeboards, might be 
even more costly this year. 

The 2022 season also brings a certain amount of career risk 
Verstappen’s way. There is simply no guarantee that he will be in 
the title fight for a second time, since it remains possible that Red Bull 
is now off the pace of (based on the times logged at the Barcelona test) 
Mercedes, Ferrari or McLaren. But he has just committed to the team 
for the very long term, at least compared to how Ficontracts have 
historically gone. Red Bull has locked ina key and major performance 
factor by keeping Verstappen on board. At arumoured $4omillion 
per year, the team is investing in the extra tenths his talent brings. 
And so that is one thing that cannot be disputed about Verstappen 
and the type of champion he is to F1. 

He is his team’s best asset and, although it remains possible that 
he will jump ship to pastures new in 2029 or even before, given any 
contract can be negotiated away, he is Red Bull’s talisman, its world 
champion. And, perhaps most famously and historically of all, Max 
Verstappen will always be the driver who finally ended Hamilton’s 
runas the reigning champion. 
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HONDAS STORY OF REDEMPTION 
BEHIND VERSTAPPEN’S TITLE 


When the Japanese engine manufacturer was dropped by McLaren, 
Red Bull took a leap of faith that brought rewards in abundance 


ADAM COOPER 


motorsport 
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ould Max Verstappen have won the 2021 Formula1 

World Championship had his Red Bull team stuck with 

Renault power and not switched to Honda ahead of the 

2019 season? Given how close the battle was between 

the Dutchman and rival Lewis Hamilton last year, when 
any marginal gains were priceless, the likely answer is no. 

There is little doubt that the Honda power unit was a better overall 
package than the Renault used by the Alpine team last year, and in 
addition chief technical officer Adrian Newey and his colleagues had 
a couple of years to fully integrate the Honda with their chassis, 
something that would never have been possible as a customer team. 

In hindsight, Red Bull’s switch to Honda looks like a stroke of 
genius. It’s easy to forget now that it was also a huge gamble, given 
how poorly the Japanese engine appeared to be performing in the 
McLaren in 2017, when the plan was first set in motion. In fact, 

Red Bull had flirted with Honda a couple of years earlier, after the 
relationship with Renault hit the rocks and Mercedes team boss 
Toto Wolff blocked a Red Bull switch to Mercedes power that 

the late Niki Lauda had brokered. 

In 2015, McLaren was in the first year of its exclusive deal with 
Honda and, after a tricky start, there were at least some signs of 


“| REMEMBER BACK IN 2015 WE 
WERE DESIGNING THE [2016] CAR 
WITH THREE DIFFERENT ENGINES!” 


progress. So when Red Bull heard that a Sauber customer deal was 
on the cards, it investigated. “There were some early discussions, 
even back in 2015,” says team principal Christian Horner. “Bernie 
[Ecclestone] was very much involved in trying to broker a deal with 
Honda, and then we got as far as Austin and had a major meeting 
between ourselves and Honda. Unfortunately, Ron Dennis [still in 
charge at McLaren] had the right of veto at the time and vetoed 
that partnership, otherwise we would have changed beforehand. 

“T remember back in 2015 we were designing the [2016] car with 
three different engines! Because we had all of the drawings from 
Honda, we had a handshake deal with Mercedes, and obviously 
the Renault at the time. So Rob Marshall and his team were, at 
that point, accommodating three different power units. In 
2016-17, we continued with Renault, but it was clear that 
we needed to look outside of that relationship.” >> 


MAUGER 
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Red Bull kept a close watch on Honda. In 2016 there appeared 
to be signs of progress at McLaren, but in 2017 form dipped again. 
Fingers were pointed at Japan, and the partnership unravelled. 
Despite the huge financial penalty, McLaren opted to become 
a Renault customer in 2018. Meanwhile, Honda’s planned deal 
to supply Sauber as a second team was cancelled. 

Red Bull stepped in and it was agreed that Toro Rosso would run 
Honda engines in 2018, giving the manufacturer some breathing 
space to develop with a lower-profile team. If all went to plan, Red 
Bull would then make the move for 2019. “I think strategically from 
the group perspective, it made sense for Toro Rosso to take up the 
supply of the Honda engine after McLaren basically withdrew,” says 
Horner. “By which time, obviously, Ron had left. It was a safety 
mechanism to do that, because it was such a big choice. It gave 
us an insight in advance of needing to make a commitment. 

And I think that it enabled us to go into 2019 well prepared. 

“We really wanted it to work. We could see the passion, we 
visited Sakura, we’d seen the commitment, seen the investment 
that was going in behind the scenes, and so it was clear to us that 
it was only a matter of time. They were going to get it right. And 
hopefully with our experience, we could speed that process up.” 

Red Bull motorsport boss Helmut Marko was fully confident that 
Honda would get the job done. “We didn’t go blind into it,” says 
the Austrian. “I can’t tell you my sources, but we knew what was 
possible. And once we visited Sakura, it was so impressive that it was 
clear that it was the right decision. And at that time, I think Christian 
and Adrian came as well, so that they saw what’s going on over there. 

“We had information. And we knew that Honda wasn’t happy 
about the whole [McLaren] situation, and that at least part of Honda 
wanted to prove that they can do the job. After the years with 
Renault, from 2014 onwards, we were always behind, we were always 
told, ‘Next year, next year’ The approach also from the money side 
— and if you look at their facilities, how many dynos they have and 
so on — then it was clear that it is a different level of support.” 

The plan worked perfectly from the very start. On Toro 
Rosso’s second outing with Honda power, in Bahrain in April 
2018, Pierre Gasly qualified sixth and finished fourth — it was 
a clear sign that Honda was on the right path. 

“For Red Bull Racing strategically, we had an option date 
mid-year,” continues Horner. “We needed to inform Renault 
following the Canadian Grand Prix [in June] what our decision 


“WE KNEW WITH RENAULT, THERE IS 
NO FUTURE. IF WE WANTED TO KEEP 
MAX, WE HAD T0 DO SOMETHING” 
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MH With Renault power in 
@M@MP} 2016, although Honda and 
Mercedes had been on the cards 


will be. So we had pretty much the first half of 2018 to look at 
the development. By supplying the gearbox to Toro Rosso we 

got to see the installation, we got to see what the engine was 
doing, what Honda’s commitment was, and their rate of progress. 

“By the time we reached Montreal, the Renault and the Honda 
were neck and neck. But the trajectory that Honda was on, 
compared to that of Renault, was overwhelming, plus the 
commitment that Honda had behind the project. So at that 
point the decision was made for 2019 to take on the Honda.” 

“The first engines in 2018 were what they promised,” says 
Marko. “And the big step came in Montreal. And after this 
Montreal upgrade came, we finalised it. The internal decision 
was more or less in Monte Carlo [in May]. And it was fixed 
when we saw the improvement in Montreal.” 

The Red Bull management could barely believe that McLaren 
had handed the Honda deal over, not least because of the financial 
implications. “The swing for McLaren must have been close to 
$100million,” says Horner. “Because they went from getting a 
free engine, sponsorship and the drivers being funded to having 
to pay for an engine, for the drivers, and lose the sponsorship. 

So it was an enormous swing for them. 

“Tt was difficult to understand the rationale behind it. And I 
remember [McLaren shareholder] Mansour Ojjeh saying, ‘Shit, I 
think we f***** it up!’ Because there were a lot of comments at 
the time that McLaren had the best chassis. And suddenly, when 
[in 2018] they were on the same engine that we had, it became 
clear that all the fault did not lay at the hands of the engine.” 

At the opening race of 2019 in Australia, Verstappen qualified 
fourth and finished third with Honda power. After that 
there was no looking back. 

“Tt was Honda’s first podium of the hybrid era,” Horner recalls. 
“Tt was fantastic to see Honda staff crying under the podium in 
Australia for a third place. You had to see that passion and emotion, 
and you knew how much it meant to them. And then, of course, 
it wasn’t long until at the Austrian GP we won their first race. 
And that was a massive moment. It was fairytale stuff. 

“Max was very competitive that year. And we had three wins, 
it should have been four, I think. He came very close to winning 
in Budapest. So it was a competitive start for the relationship.” 

There was further progress during the 2020 season, although 
Mercedes made a bigger step than expected — one motivated by 
Ferrari’s spectacular form in 2019, prior to the FIA clampdown 
on the Maranello team’s powerplant. 

Then in October 2020 came the bombshell — Honda would 
cease its works involvement at the end of the following season, 
ostensibly to focus its R&D resources on electrification. “They 
actually confirmed in the summer to us,” says Horner. “So they 
were gracious enough to let us know around July, to give us plenty 
of time to think and talk to potential other suppliers for 2022. 
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“T think their decision to focus on the electrification of the 
products, combined with the global pandemic, brought everything 
to a head. And so at the back end of 2020, we explored tentatively 
what other options would be available.” 

Meanwhile, Honda’s development was ramped up for its last 
official season in 2021 as the company fast-tracked upgrades 
that were in the pipeline. “With Renault we got an engine,” says 
Marko. “And if you wanted changes, it was more than pain, if 
they would do any changes. With Honda from the very first 
moment whatever they promised, it happened. 

“The only thing was we thought with what was coming from 
Honda that we would be on the level of Mercedes in 2020. But 
there was this Italian miracle on the engine side, and Mercedes 


MAUGER 


— > Se ee = ee 
2 a weion 


put such an effort into their engines, we still weren’t there. 
So the first year we were on the same level was 2021.” 
Verstappen and Red Bull were the fastest package for much 
of last season and, after a late surge from Hamilton, they secured 
the title at the controversial Abu Dhabi finale. The Honda gamble 
had worked better than anyone could have predicted. “We knew 
with Renault, there is no future,” says Marko. “If we wanted to 
keep Max, we had to do something. I think Honda was the only 
decision to make and, fortunately, it worked out very well.” 
“We knew there was an element of risk,” says Horner. 
“But the upside was significant, and I think it’s paid off 
in abundance. We’ve had a lot of fun, we’ve had great 
passion, and great commitment.” “# 


HONDA SAYS SAYONARA — SORT OF 


Red Bull learned in 
July 2020 that Honda 
would cease its works 
involvement in Formula 1 
at the end of 2021. The 
company attempted to 
persuade Honda to remain 
involved, but the call 
to end official support 
proved to be irreversible. 
“1 think if we would 
have this sort of success 
in 2020 already, maybe 
they would have changed 
their opinion,” Helmut 
Marko noted during last 


year’s successful campaign. 


“Because they see now 
what sort of publicity they 
get, how big Honda is on 
the car, and so on. But 
once a decision is done 

in Japan, it’s done.” 

The alternative strategy 
was to persuade Honda to 
keep supplying its engines, 
but on a customer basis, 
paid for by Red Bull. 


“We very quickly came 
to the conclusion that if 
we could work out a deal 
with Honda, based on the 
progress and the skill set 
that they have within the 
group, that would be by 
far our best chance of 
competitiveness,” explains 
Christian Horner. “We could 
take control of our own 
future with a powertrain.” 

Red Bull set the wheels 


he consultant with Red Bull 
= . 2 


in motion to set up its own 
powertrains division in 
Milton Keynes. The new 
company had two main 
aims - to oversee the 
supply of the Honda 
power unit until the end 
of the current formula in 
2025, and to develop a 
bespoke engine for the 
new rules due to come 
into force in 2026. 
Horner successfully 


headhunted several key 
players from Mercedes 
AMG High Performance 
Powertrains, notably 
Ben Hodgkinson, who 
was named technical 
director in April 2021. 
Other key ex-HPP hirings 
soon followed. 

Over 100 people have 
now transferred straight 
from Honda’s European 
division to Red Bull 


Powertrains, while earlier 
this year it was announced 
that erstwhile F1 boss 
Masashi Yamamoto had 
left the manufacturer to 
become a consultant, 
liaising between Red 

Bull and Japan. 

The original plan was 
for Honda to supply 
complete power units in 
2022 before RBP took over 
their assembly. Marko 
subsequently revealed that 
the engines will continue 
to come from Japan until 
2025. That will help Honda 
preserve its IP, while also 
ensuring that RBP is seen 
as anew supplier in 2026, 
and can therefore benefit 
from concessions such 
as extra dyno time. 

Full details of Red Bull’s 
long-term plan, including 
the possible involvement 
of the Volkswagen Group, 
have yet to be confirmed. 
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THE MAKING OF A CHAMPION 


Max Verstappen blazed a trail through karting and F3, with ferocious support 


from his father, but the ride wasn’t always an easy one 


MARCUS SIMMONS 
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eptember 2013. Pembrey. The Welsh rain is not letting up as 
aBelgo-Dutch kid, just short of his 16th birthday, prepares 
to go out for his first-ever run in aracing car. Apart from 

his nervous dad, the only spectators are the soggy sheep 

in the nearby fields. Is it worth risking it? 

“He didn’t want to let him out, but I said, ‘Just go out and drive?” 
relates Tony Shaw, who along with wife Sarah Shaw ran the‘Manor’ half 
of the Manor MP Motorsport Formula Renault 2.0 team with which 
karting superstar Max Verstappen was about to get his first taste ofa 
single-seater.‘He’ was Dutch racing legend Jos Verstappen, who since 
his own retirement from the cockpit had devoted his life to preparing 
his son for what he was convinced would be Formula 1 superstardom. 

It was 12 years since Shaw, then working as an engineer for the 
previous incarnation of Manor (run by future F1 team boss John 
Booth), had been on hand for the first test ina car — also a Renault 
2.0 — ofakarting sensation by the name of Lewis Hamilton. 

“There aren’t many top-line karters like them who you get to see 
first time in a car,’ continues Shaw. “Lewis ran at Mallory Park — he 
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was pretty attacking I have to say, and shunted it! But he took to it easily 
and Max did as well. Sarah andI were stood there at Pembrey next to 
Jos. Max did his out-lap and the next time through we thought, ‘F*** 
me — that’s unbelievable!’ We had to turn to Jos and ask if it was really 
Max’s first time in acar. Jos was really nervous, pacing up and down, 
whichis something you don’t expect from Jos Verstappen.” 

Nervous, perhaps. Highly strung, more likely. Back in 2016, when 
this author wrote the second of two articles about Verstappen’s 
formative years for Autosport sister title F1 Racing (now GP Racing), 
George Russell, his former karting team-mate, reported: “Jos was hard 
on him — he wouldn’t take second for an answer! You’d think, ‘Bloody 
hell, that’s a bit harsh? but it’s definitely more than half the reason he’s 
the driver he is today.” And the racecraft that would become famed in 
F1 was already on display. Russell remembered a KF2 race in 2013: “He 
was very aggressive — never really took any shit. 1 wouldn’t say he was 
unbelievably fast to put it on pole — tobe fair, in karting that doesn’t 
really make much difference — but he’d win more often than not. He was 
really good in the rain. [remember at Sarno, he was leading, I was second 


“| DID ABOUT 400,000KM IN A VAN, 
WITH MAX SLEEPING IN THE BACK - 
HARD WORK BUT A VERY NICE TIME!” 


and Esteban Ocon was third. He spun off pushing too hard and still 
came back to second — you always knew he was properly on the limit.” 

Witha mother — Sophie Kumpen — who was also an excellent karter, 
it was inevitable that Verstappen would want to compete. The parents 
were reluctant but, with Max aged four and Jos away competing in F1, 
his mum made the mistake of taking him along to Genk kart track to 
meet up with the Pex family. Richard Pex had been a friend of Jos’s 
since their karting days together, and his younger son Stan was buzzing 
around — aged three — ona CRG Puffo kart.“ Max was not allowed to 
drive,’ said Pex Sr.“But he was one year older than Stan and he was 
getting alittle bit angry! Jos had said he would have to wait until he 
was six or seven. Max’s mother called Jos and said Max really wanted 
to drive, so he said, ‘OK, let him doa few laps’ Jos had lost...” 

The older of the Pex brothers, Jorrit, was four years Max’s senior, and 
they would doa lot ofrunning together, crucial in Max’s development as 
adriver. Jos, meanwhile, would tune engines used successfully by Max 
and the Pex boys. Jos and Sophie split and, while Max lived with his 
mother, the karting — as with Hamilton and Jenson Button in similar 
situations — was also dad-and-lad bonding time. The Verstappens 
would holiday with the Pexes, and travel over Europe for karting. Jos told 
this writer: “I did about 400,000 kilometres in a Mercedes van, with 
Max sleeping in the back — hard work but a very nice time! It was normal 
for Max to doit — he really had to. He was asking for it himself. He was 
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four and ahalf years old and at that age you just go to the track, start the 
engine and do some laps. But you can see from the age of six that they 
start to develop driving skills. Max was always the fastest driver on 

the track, keeping up with drivers three or four years older than him.” 

Following the Manor MP test in 2013, Verstappen had outings with 
KTR at Hockenheim and Barcelona, and Josef Kaufmann Racing at 
Spa, plus another run with Manor MP at Jerez, convincing everyone 
of his talent.“We as ateam were mad keen to get him for 2014,” says 
Shaw. “We were bending over backwards to have him in the car. He 
was receptive, a really easy kid to work with. But they were reasoning 
that he didn’t need to go Formula Renault — the problem is you 
could get lost in it if you weren’t in the right team. It could just 
be down to sourcing the right engines.” 

The Verstappens therefore went to Valencia for a tryout with top 
German Formula 3 team Motopark. While the FIA’s F3 European 
Championship was switching to anew engine formula for 2014, 
the German series was continuing with the older hardware. 

Max’s performance with Motopark was astonishing. 

Clearly the level of Verstappen Jr’s talent meant that a year in 
European F3 would be preferable to the German series, and that’s when 
Van Amersfoort Racing re-entered the family’s history. With VAR, 
Verstappen Sr had won the 1992 Benelux Opel Lotus series in his rookie 
season of car racing, managed and mentored by team boss Frits van 
Amersfoort’s long-time friend, ex-F1 racer Huub Rothengatter. 

Rothengatter, increasingly struggling with his hearing, brought 
Raymond Vermeulen on board during the 1990s to manage Jos, and 
would be instrumental in pulling together Max’s deal with VAR.“Jos had 
already invested so much money into the karting career of Max that he 
was more or less out of it,”explains van Amersfoort.“Raymond had some 
money but didn’t want to invest. was trying to talk to potential sponsors 
but they said no. We couldn’t find anything. We hadno money to buy a 
car for Max, let alone for the season. Huub said, ‘F*** it, ifno one will >> 
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Verstappen had his first 
car test, aged 15, at a wet 
Pembrey in FRenault 


doit I’ll buy the car and pay for the first part of the season’” 

Inthe meantime, in January the Verstappens headed out tothe States 
for the Florida Winter Series. This, using newly obsolete Formula 
Abarth machines, was a new initiative of the Ferrari Driver Academy, 
whose eye-wateringly wealthy young Canadian Lance Stroll was about 
to step into cars in the new Italian Formula 4 Championship — in which 
the FDA was also instrumental — with Prema Powerteam. Four FWS 
events were run, effectively as private race meetings operated by 
Prema andits staff. Among the other drivers were Stroll’s FDA 
seniors Raffaele Marciello and Antonio Fuoco, plus Nicholas Latifi. 

One of the keystones of Prema’s success over the past decade has 
been the Winway coaching and management company run by ex-racers 
Nuno Pinto and Pieter Belmans. Pinto was coaching in Florida, and is 
still on hand for Stroll in Fi today.“We dida small test at Homestead,” 
laughs Pinto. “And exiting the pits Max crashed into Fuoco who was 
stopped at the red light! He said he was looking at his dashboard.” 
Verstappen got norunning... 

... which made his performance in testing for the opening round at 
Sebring all the more remarkable. “It’s a very difficult track, and it was 
raining,” continues Pinto. “He was several seconds faster than the next 
guy. Inthe last corner he was completely sideways, and over the radio I 
asked them to call him in because he was risking too much. Max looked at 
me and said,‘No, everything is under control’ I said,‘Man, I saw opposite 
lock, totally sideways’ and he said, ‘My way since the beginning is 
to push as hardasIcan 
to find the limit’? He 
never crashed...” 

That was until the 
races, and Pinto has an 
interesting explanation: 


“His limits were 
different to other 
people’s. He’d arrive at 
the braking point and 
everyone was braking 
earlier. He also had alot ...and helped Max too. 
of crashes with Fuoco This is Australia 2017, 
because they hada of Verstappen Sr... three yea rs after dispute a 
history from karting aN ae 
of not giving one 
inch to each other.” 

Verstappen won board it was decided that “the risk of them being too competitive 
two of the 12 races, and Pinto found that “Jos had influence and was against each other could ruin our hopes”. 
always giving advice, but he let Max work with us a lot. He really gave At VAR, the season started well. Verstappen won in the second 
us [Pinto and then-FDA chief Luca Baldisserri] the opportunity round at Hockenheim, but difficulties were emerging.“Huub, Jos 
to teach him. We also had classes — they had to disassemble a and Raymond had a big fight,” says van Amersfoort.“It was three 
gearbox and put it back together, and he was super-good at that.” older guys making war about how much percentage of future 

Pinto, Baldisserriand Prema even discussed getting Verstappen income of Max they will have. Huub is an emotional character, 
into the FDA and the Prema F3 line-up for 2014. But with Fuoco let’s be honest, but in the end he did it [produced the money for Max].” 
and Lotus FiJunior Ocon (the eventual champion) already on After the fourth round at the Hungaroring, where Verstappen had a 
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Heading out at 
Suzuka in 2014 for 
his first F1 FP1 session 
- nine months after 


debut car race 


difficult weekend, there was areal risk of a split inthe camp. Then VAR 
took him testing at Monza in low-downforce configuration, and he 
responded by winning the next six races on the trot: three at Spa, three 
at Norisring.“There was a lot of trouble between us and particularly 
Jos,’remembers van Amersfoort. “It was really desperate and he wanted 
to leave. But we had a two-day private test at Monza, and the lucky 
thing was Jos was away getting married in Curacao! We had Max 
one to one, and those two days went really well. That was kind of our 
breakthrough, and our relationship was more or less up to 100% again.” 
Now Mercedes and Red Bull were sniffing around. In early August, 
Verstappen Sr even gave this author atasty hint for Autosport of 
something that was only a couple of weeks from being revealed — Max’s 
announcement as Toro Rosso race driver for 2015.“The [F1] train only 
comes once,” he said.“I think it’s good for Max to throw him into the 
deep and let him climb out — he learns so fast. The important thingis 
that he develops himself very well, and he has adapted impressively 
tothe issues he’s had this year. He’s very mature, with very good 
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4 Verstappen twice finished | 
fourth for Toro Rosso, the 
first time in Hungarian GP 


“FOR OUR ENTIRE TEAM, MAX WAS 
VERY REWARDING. HE MOTIVATED 
US, AND WE HAD A LOT OF FUN” 


overtaking; he’s in control. I don’t want to play games, especially as 
this world is so bloody small I know they [Red Bull and Mercedes] are 
even speaking with each other! Ihave a good feeling with both parties 
but the important thing is what’s best for Max, but I’m having a lot 

of sleepless nights and I’m very scared to do the wrong thing.” 

Credit to Verstappen Jr. His elevation to Fi changed his demeanour 
in the F3 paddock not ajot. He remained popular and friendly with 
other drivers and media, even with his attentions split between the 
completion of his F3 programme and his Fi blooding with Toro Rosso: 
a first test at Adria, then FP1 duties in Japan, the US and Brazil. His 
F3 career finished with the Macau Grand Prix. He didn’t need to win 
it — he already had an Fi graduation sorted, after all — but he was 
determined to do so.“In qualifying Max was slow, and there was a 
fight [over set-up] between Rik [Vernooij, VAR engineer] andJos,” 
says van Amersfoort.“Rik persisted, and Max persisted over the 
radio to leave the car as it was, and in the end he qualified third.” 

The history books will show that Verstappen hit the barriers in 
the qualification race while running second, ahead of eventual GP 
winner Felix Rosenqvist, and that from 24th on the grid he charged 
through to seventh in the final. And off to F1 with Toro Rosso. 

For 2015 he was alongside Carlos Sainz Jr — another son of afamous 
national hero. The relationship with Sainz was edgy, but Verstappen 
scored points second time out in Malaysia (for seventh) after qualifying 
asuperb sixth. His best result was fourth in Hungary and the US. Toro 
Rosso then switched from Renault to Ferrari power, and 2016 started 
with fifth on the grid in Australia. With Daniil Kvyat underperforming 
in the senior Red Bull team, Verstappen was parachuted in alongside 
Daniel Ricciardo in time for the Spanish GP. The rest is history... 

“For our entire team, Max was very rewarding,” said Verstappen’s 
Toro Rosso race engineer Xevi Pujolar in arecent interview with 
Gazzetta dello Sport.“He motivated us, and even though we had to work 
hard, we had alot of fun. The people in the pit lived the relationship 
with this boy with great intensity and great satisfaction. Right from 
the start we thought that he would join Red Bullina short time, and 
that sooner or later he would win the world championship.” 

“Thad breakfast in Hungary withJos and Raymond last year,” says 
Pinto, “and we were laughing about how long ago the Florida Winter 
Series was. Max is still super-nice — the same guy as he’s always been. 
I see him driving the same way — the same approach as he always had: 
maximum attack and very hard asa fighter. He’s matured — I’ve now 
seen him settling for places. That’s a big part of the learning.”¥ 
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It’s not a job any young driver sets out to do, but the role of support act to the 


sport’s finest racers is important — and has proved crucial in many a title battle 
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hat makes a great number two driver in Formula1? And 
which racers over the years have best fulfilled that role? 

W No driver sets out to bea number two, but that doesn’t 
mean it’s not an important job. A good second driver can make 
the difference between a constructors’championship — and 

millions of pounds — being won or lost, or even the outcome of a drivers’ title. 
Valtteri Bottas outscoring Sergio Perez was key to Mercedes winning the 2021 
constructors’ crown, despite the pace of Red Bull’s RB16B and Max Verstappen’s 
success. In recent times, Mercedes and Lewis Hamilton have commended the 
teamwork and harmony that Bottas brought to the benchmark F1 squad, while 
there was much discussion about the lack of Red Bull’s strategic options as 

it struggled to find areplacement for Daniel Ricciardo alongside Verstappen. 

An ideal number two also needs to be fast enough to keep the team leader 
on their toes, assist in developing the car, and be able to pick up the pieces if 
something happens to the number one, as Perez did in the 2021 Azerbaijan 
Grand Prix when Verstappen suffered a tyre blowout. 

A look at Fihistory can be enlightening on what teams need froma 
number two, and Autosport has crunched some numbers. We’ve looked 
at the percentage the second driver has scored of the number one’s 
championship tally (so, ifthe lead driver scored 100 points andthe 
second driver scored 70, that’s 70%), and the percentage each driver 
contributed to the team’s constructors’ points total. 

We’ve focused on the championship-winning and contending teams 
because it stands to reason that the best drivers (number ones or twos) end 
up in the leading squads and because there is more data — drivers in less- 
competitive teams don’t always score points even if they are performing 
brilliantly (suchas George Russell at Williams in 2019-21). 

The drivers on this list are therefore not the only potential drivers for 
the‘best number two’ accolade, but they are probably the strongest. >> 
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MODERN ERA: 1997-2021 
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2020 ss) BI Hamilton 
GOTT 64% Bottas Sees: Chanipion 
2019 & Pa Hamilton ; 
GE 79% pottas Blache Champs teammate 
2018 i) ie Hamilton Blue Toocold. Team reliant 
Gn i61% pottas on number one 
54 Hamilton , 
2017 Green Just right. In the zone 
SU TTT ETAL TUTTLE ETE T TET 84% Botta foreureesetalnuniber 
Boshere one/number two 
2016 E berg 
DUPE ATER ETAT TERETE ETT 99% Hamitton 
Red Too hot. Drivers 
2015 54 Hamilton sufficiently close for 
NUTT A ATTA EE ET EET 850% Rosberg intra-team fight 
2014 55 Hamilton 
AUT TTL ETAT EEA NEETU E EEE EEE TT EEE s3% Rosberg 
2013 ee Vettel 
OUTLET TTT ETE S0% webber 
2012 ia Vettel 
Dn 64% webber 
Vettel 


2011 


60 
CT 66% webber 


2010 51 Vettel 
SAUTE TTA T LTE ETAT ETE E TATE TEEN 95% webber 
2009 55 Button 
OUT TTE LETT ETAT EE TTE EEE EET EET 81% Barrichetto 
2008 a Hamilton 
ETT 549% Kovatainen cost constructors’ title 
2007 54 Raikkonen 
TUTTE TRUER TEETER TEETER ETE 85% massa 
2006 i Alonso 
DEUE EEA U ETE 54% Fisichetta 
2005 70 Alonso 
TUTTE TTTEETE EE TTET EET ETRE 44% Fisichetta 
2004 Schumacher 
Ga 7 7% parrichetto 
2003 Schumacher 
BEET 70% parrichetto 
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he first thing to note is that the second drivers in each 

team can largely be grouped. It seems that if a driver 
T scores 80% or more of their team-mate’s total, they 

can be considered an equal number one, or at least a 

driver who gives the team a headache, a‘number 1.5 
This might on the face of it provide the team with its best chance, but 
there are plenty of examples (including Nigel Mansell and Nelson 
Piquet at Williams, Ayrton Senna and Alain Prost at McLaren) where 
such arivalry created a toxic atmosphere that ultimately damaged 
the team. And, for the purposes of this debate, no half of the 
equation can be considered the‘number two’ 

At the other end of the spectrum, a driver scoring less than 55% of 
their team-mate’s total could be regarded as not pulling their weight. 

In 2008 Heikki Kovalainen scored 54% of Hamilton’s total and 

contributed just 35% of McLaren’s points. While Hamilton took 
the drivers’ crown, McLaren lost the constructors’ title to Ferrari, 
which had a56/44 split across Felipe Massa and Kimi Raikkonen. 

Until 2021 that was the last time that the constructors’ crown was 
taken by a team that didn’t also win the drivers’ title. Bottas scored 58% 
of Hamilton’s 2021 total and contributed 37% of Mercedes’2021 score, 
his lowest amounts in his five years with the team, but it was still better 
than the figures of 48% and 32% share Perez managed for Red Bull. Perez 
certainly had his moments, most memorably with his wheel-to-wheel 
dice with Hamilton in the Abu Dhabi finale, but Bottas was the stronger 
supporting driver when it came to the 2021 title fight as a whole. 

Renault narrowly managed to take the constructors’ title in 2005 
and 2006 despite Giancarlo Fisichella only scoring 44% and 54% 
respectively of Fernando Alonso’s tally, and would surely have lost the 
2005 championship had McLaren enjoyed slightly better reliability. 

Sothe‘golden range’a number two needs to be in seems to be around 
55-79% of their team-mate’s tally. Hitting that mark indicates a good 
back-up score without truly threatening the team leader. Contributing 
36-44% of the team’s total (assuming it’s a two-driver team) appears 
ideal in a defined number one/number two scenario. Of course, that 
doesn’t always mean a title will be forthcoming — other factors suchas 
the quality of the machinery and competitiveness of the opposition will 
also affect the outcome. This approach also doesn’t factor in the varying 
levels of the respective number one drivers. But the figures stand up 
pretty well over the years and four drivers stand out. 
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Across McLaren’s successful 1998-99 seasons, David Coulthard 
averaged 60% of Mika Hakkinen’s score. Across their six seasons 
together, which included two campaigns (1997 and 2001) when 
Coulthard outscored the Finn, DC recorded 82% of Hakkinen’s total. 
That’s partly due to the 2001 season, when an unfortunate and 
less-motivated Hakkinen was soundly beaten by Coulthard, 
but it pushes DC into the‘number 1.5’zone. 

Coulthard’s old Formula 3 sparring partner Rubens Barrichello 
scored 61% of Michael Schumacher’s tally across 2000-04, when 
Ferrari won five title doubles, and matched that in 2005, their final 
year together. He scored 81% of Jenson Button’s total during the 
Briton’s title-winning year at Brawn, so in the six seasons in which 
Barrichello was team-mate to that year’s world champion the 
Brazilian managed 64% of his colleagues’ tallies. 

Mark Webber challenged for the 2010 world title but thereafter 
played second fiddle to Sebastian Vettel at Red Bull. Across their four 
title-winning campaigns together, Webber averaged 69% of Vettel’s 
total, or 72% if their first season together in 2009 is included. 

Webber is hurt slightly in this debate by the fact that his 
contribution reduced as the years went by, allied tothe tensions 
with team-mate Vettel, even if he was usually the victim in such 
circumstances. He also failed to wina GP in 2013, aseason in which 
Vettel won the title with 13 victories, worse even than Bottas’s 11-0 
loss to Hamilton in the longer 2018 campaign. 

Between 2017 and 2021, Bottas averaged 69% of Hamilton’s score, 
including one season (interestingly, his first) in which he made it into 
the‘1.5’region. His falling percentages over the past three years might 
have worked against Bottas when it came to Mercedes boss Toto 
Wolff’s decision as to whether to keep the Finn or sign Russell for 
2.022. But the stats show that, despite periods of poor form and 
wet-weather struggles, Bottas was a very strong number two for 
Hamilton, whether or not he enjoyed the “wingman” tag. 

The same approach also highlights Red Bull’s troubles. In 2017 
Ricciardo actually beat rising star Verstappen in the final points table 
and still scored 68% of the Dutchman’s total in 2018. Pierre Gasly 
managed 35% across the first 12 races in 2019, while Alex Albon scored 
58% of Verstappen’s tally across his season anda half. As previously 
mentioned, Perez — who has the chance of improving in 2022 — 
currently sits in between on 48%... >> 
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F1’S CHANGING RULES AND PHILOSOPHY: 1979-96 


1996 


1995 


67 
Se TTY 44% Herbert 
89 
10 ELL 11% Verstappen Lost constructors’ title 
1 


JJ Lehto also scored a point 


1994 


1993 
1992 
— STURT HHL 45% Berger 
1990 
1989 
1988 
1987 
1986 
1985 


84 
Pa aadiadivadidit 19% Lauda 


1984 


82 
CMT 22% Patrese Lost constructors’ title 


76 
14 
10 


82 
TT 22% Rebaque Lost constructors’ title 


1983 


1982 ui j l 18% Daly Lost constructors’ title 
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rior to 1979 the waters are muddied by a significantly 
different points system. A constructor only scored 
‘. points from its best finisher in each GP. Lotus pair Mario 
Andrettiand Ronnie Peterson scored four 1-2s during 
1978 but each time the team only scored nine points, the 
reward for victory in that era. Dropped scores — putting emphasis on 
wins and podiums rather than points accumulation — also had an impact. 
This meant teams’requirements of anumber two were subtly different. 
Although poorer car reliability meant you'd still ideally have a good 
number two, teams could get away with focusing on one car/driver. For 
example, had all scores from both drivers counted, BRM would have won 
the constructors’ title in 1965 with its balanced line-up of experienced 
Graham Hill and star rookie Jackie Stewart. As it was, Lotus won the title, 
with allits points contributed by that year’s world champion, Jim Clark. 
That change in the early 1980s, along with the unreliability of the new 
turbocharged engine technology, perhaps helps to explain why there 
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Constructors’ title did not employ the same dropped- 
scores rule as the drivers’ contest, so Prost contributed 
more to McLaren’s total than 1988 champion Senna 


Lauda 
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Reutemann also scored points for Williams before retiring from F1 


53 Scheckter 
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were several championships in which the drivers’champion did 
not race for the team that won the constructors’ title. 

Williams took 1981 laurels as Hector Rebaque failed to back up 
Piquet enough at Brabham, scoring just 22% of the champion’s total. 

The reverse happened the following year, Derek Daly only scoring 18% 
of title-winning Williams team-mate Keke Roberg’s tally, while Ferrari 
won the constructors’championship with four different drivers. 

Ferrari’s Rene Arnoux and Patrick Tambay were closely matched in 
1983, resulting in a 55/45 split, much more even than the 82/18 split at 
Brabham, where Riccardo Patrese scored just 22% of champion Piquet’s 
total. Patrese was a fine number twoat times, but his 1983 Brabham 
score and struggles alongside Mansell in 1992 hurt him in this debate. 

After that, leading teams generally became more balanced, though 
Williams was too even in 1986. It won the constructors’ title by miles, but 
the share between Mansell and Piquet was 51/49, enough for Prost to steal 
the drivers’crownas he scored a whopping 77% of McLaren’s points. >> 
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will continue for the foreseeable future. 
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erhaps unsurprisingly, few drivers from the early 
days of the world championship register using our 
s) percentages. Stirling Moss scored 58% of Juan Manuel 
Fangio’s total at Mercedes in 1955, but that was a 
very specific dynamic — Moss learning from the 
Master (while also outpacing him in sportscar events) — and in all 
other seasons Moss was invariably team leader, so he does not 
qualify for number two status in this debate. 

Similarly, inaugural F1 world champion Giuseppe Farina was in the 
‘golden zone’ across 1951-53 (alongside Fangio at Alfa Romeo and then 
Alberto Ascariat Ferrari), but under different circumstances and with 
limited opposition from other teams. He was also arguably past his 
best and was a candidate for team leadership earlier in his career. 

Peter Collins famously gave up his car for Ferrari team leader Fangio 
in the 1956 Italian GP, helping the Argentinian secure his fourth title. 
That’s a very different kind of number two support, worthy of being 
highlighted, but was soon outlawed. Collins scored 83% of Fangio’s 
total (76% if dropped scores are ignored) in 1956. 

Inall three cases there was also no constructors’crown to win, so 
what we would now consider a significant part of the number two’s 
job was missing. It was also a period when leading teams often ran 
more than two cars, or sometimes had different drivers in second 
or third entries from event to event. 

Collins was only on 47% of team-mate Mike Hawthorn’s score 
when he was killed in the 1958 German GP and Ferrari ended up 
losing the inaugural constructors’crown to Vanwall, with the Moss- 
Tony Brooks line-up arguably stronger than Hawthorn-Collins. 

Perhaps more interesting are the cases of Brooks, Francois Cevert and 
Peterson. Brooks scored 59% of Vanwall team leader Moss’s tally in1958, 
despite missing the first round, which the team skipped while Moss won 
onan outing with the privateer Rob Walker squad. Ignoring that race 
would boost Brooks to 73%. Brooks picked up the pieces three times 
when Moss’s car broke and could have prevented Ferrari’s Hawthorn 
taking the 1958 drivers’ crown had his car not failed in the Moroccan GP 
finale. It’s hard not to see anything other than Brooks being the perfect 
number two — he had to put up with Moss taking the best chassis/engine 
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Schumacher for five of the 
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combinations as he saw fit and precluding Brooks from really honing 
his own machines — across 1957-58. When he joined Ferrari in 1959 
Brooks was the clear team leader, and it is probably fair to say the 
underrated Briton was in reality at least a‘1.5’ driver. 

Cevert is regarded by some asa lost world champion, since he was 
killed in practice for the 1973 United States GP just as team leader 
Stewart was about to retire. Cevert scored six second places, three to 
Stewart, and managed 66% of the Scot’s total that year. And yet Tyrrell 
lost the constructors’ title to Lotus, where Peterson scored 95% of 
Emerson Fittipaldi’s total and actually won four GPs to the Brazilian’s 
three. This was something of a double-edged sword, the split Lotus 
effort helping Stewart to defeat both. In fairness to Cevert, the Lotus 
was the faster and easier car, Stewart’s success also down to perhaps 
the greatest campaign by one of the sport’s finest ever drivers. 

Peterson’s sheer pace makes casting him as anumber two seem harsh 
— and he had periods leading both March and Lotus — but he has to get 
amention as Lotus scored two constructors’ titles anda drivers’ crown 
(Andretti’s in 1978) while he was there. Ultimately, Superswede doesn’t 
really fit the mould for anumber two. Aside from his pace — quicker than 
Fittipaldi and in many eyes faster than Andretti — he was famously not 
a good test driver or helpful with set-up. He did assist Andrettiin 1978, 
but Chapman’s reluctance to get Peterson to help Fittipaldi (particularly 
at Monza in 1973) contributed both to Stewart snatching the title and the 
Brazilian making his successful switch to McLaren. 


AND THE WINNERS ARE... 

Choosing a‘winner’ for this contest is fraught with difficulty because 
it’s acompetition no driver sets out to win. And because many drivers 
inevitably find themselves in number one and number two slots at 
different times, depending on where they are in their careers, which 
teams they are at and, of course, who is driving the other car. 

The value of a good number two, however, is clear. This is not meant 
to be a wooden spoon award or backhanded compliment. Given their 
contributions alongside two of F1’s greats and the successes their teams 
scored over several seasons, Bottas and Barrichello have to be among 
the very top names in this debate. 
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the floor “like a wombat” 
attempting victory leap 


cott McLaughlin was known as a winning machine 
in Supercars, and 56 victories — 48 across four 
seasons at DJR Team Penske — lend credence to 
that description. But he’s anything but a machine. 
He made a horrible job of leaping jubilantly from 
his car after defeating Chip Ganassi Racing’s reigning champion 
Alex Palou and his own Team Penske stablemate Will Power to 
win the recent season-opening IndyCar race in St Petersburg. 

“My legs were jelly,’ he grinned sheepishly in the immediate 
aftermath. “When I hit the ground, I tried to make it as delicate 
as I could, and I just looked like an idiot. I looked like a wombat. 
You guys hear of wombats? Or a kiwi? Kiwis don’t fly. That’s 
why they fall over when they come down from the sky. 

That’s what we did just then.” 

To be fair, it was the New Zealander’s only notable error of 
the weekend. Eighth in first practice, quickest in second practice, 
fastest in qualifying, sixth in Sunday warm-up, winner of the race. 
Not a hint of a notable mistake, no tyre flatspots or wall-brushes. 
Did he get anything wrong at all? “I was pretty solid,” he says. “On 
the last exchange with Palou, I did forget to use push-to-pass, 

I was so focused on driving a solid out-lap. And on my fast lap 
in qualifying, I rubbed the ‘Firestone’ off both my rear tyres. 
That was cool though! Just hitting the pennies.” 

McLaughlin’s performance across the St Pete weekend looked like 
the kind we saw last year from Palou at Barber Motorsports Park, 
Colton Herta at St Pete and Laguna Seca, Scott Dixon at Texas 
Motor Speedway, Josef Newgarden at Mid-Ohio and (until the last 
lap) Road America, and Power in the second race at the Indianapolis 
road course. But what made McLaughlin’s performance special is 
that he’s still a relative novice in IndyCar. OK, so Palou’s triumph 
at Barber in the 2021 season-opener was only his 15th IndyCar race, 
but he had vast amounts of open-wheel experience — Formula 3, 
GP3, Super Formula — on which to draw. Until October 2020, 
Scotty Mac hadn’t competed in anything other than touring cars, 
aside from a Formula Ford outing a decade earlier. This was only 
his 17th race since converting from tin-tops to IndyCar. 

And he had required a mental reboot this past winter, aggravated by 
temporarily reaching a plateau in his rookie year. His team took the 
rap for that, Penske team president Tim Cindric telling this writer 
before practice at St Pete: “I’m not sure we did a really good job of 
treating [McLaughlin] as a rookie. He pushes us as well, says, ‘Hey, 

I can handle it, I can handle it’ but I think we could’ve done a better 
job of keeping things in perspective... The goals need to be a realistic 
stepping stone. If you look at how many times we got out of the first 
[qualifying] group, it wasn’t very many. That’s where you’ve got to 


SCOTT McLAUGHLIN 


start. You have to be in that top 12 to have a chance of a podium. 
The days of passing everybody, it’s not realistic in this format — 
at least at street and road courses. We expect him to challenge for 
podiums, but we’ve got to do first things first and I don’t think we 
did a very good job last year of looking at it that way, collectively.” 

Expectations from all concerned had probably been artificially 
boosted by McLaughlin’s extraordinary pace in his second ever 
IndyCar test, at Circuit of The Americas in February 2020, when 
he was faster than all but two drivers. COVID-induced schedule 
changes for both IndyCar and Supercars delayed McLaughlin’s 
race debut in single-seaters until that year’s season finale, but 
again he showed strong pace until an error on his flying lap 
consigned him to the back of the grid. 

Last year, his rookie season, was not the strongest for Team 
Penske as a whole. There were just three wins, and there were 
some weekends where it appeared that Newgarden, Power, Simon 
Pagenaud and McLaughlin had only the third or fourth-fastest 
package, behind Ganassi, Andretti and sometimes Arrow McLaren 
SP. But McLaughlin found no solace in that. Rather than be gratified 
by the days when he looked more or less a match for his former title- 
winning team-mates, even outpacing Pagenaud on occasion, he 


“On my fast lap in qualifying, I 
rubbed the ‘Firestone’ off both my 
rear tyres. That was cool though!” 


Roger Penske lp 
congratulates .. 
his latest winner — 
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SCOTT McLAUGHLIN 


was instead beating himself up that he couldn’t do it more often. 

Late in the season, he explained to Autosport: “I’ve never really 
had to run a different tyre in the same qualifying session like we do 
here. And the sessions are so short and sharp. The biggest problem 
is that if I don’t make it through to Q2, I don’t get another shot on 
the red [softer] tyres until the race. And the experience you get [in 
the race] on reds isn’t really usable at the next event, because by 
then your car is heavy with fuel, heavy with aero downforce, and 
so it has a completely different feel. Nothing you do in a race while 
yow’re on reds is useful experience for running reds in quali next 
time. So if I don’t get through to Q2, I’ve lost the chance to get 
more experience of low fuel/light downforce on the red tyre.” 

That seemed to perfectly summarise the problem for someone 
light on experience... and at least the team knew he was heavy on 
talent. Ben Bretzman, formerly long-standing race engineer for 
Pagenaud, has now taken that same role with McLaughlin, replacing 
Jonathan Diuguid, who has been assigned to the Porsche-Penske 
sportscar project. Bretzman says that for all his new guy’s 
frustrations in 2021, there was very obvious potential. 

“Certain corners on certain tracks he’d be our fastest guy, even 
though sometimes it was the first time he’d seen the race track,” 
he remarks. “He was figuring out what it takes to make lap time, 
to find speed. He just needed more experience, learning the tracks, 
understanding the tyres, because it’s all about the details at this 
point in IndyCar because it’s so tight.” 

Like all of the true aces in motorsport, McLaughlin is discontent 
with anything but winning and admitted he really needed to 
recalibrate his expectations in 2021. After his victory, he said: “It 
was hard to go from the mindset of, ‘OK, win every week and that’s 
all that matters, nothing less’ to going, ‘Hey, I’d love a top 15’ I don’t 


“It was hard to go from, ‘OK, win 
every week and that’s all that 
matters’ to, ‘Hey, I'd love a top 15 


999 


McLaughlin’s a three- 
time Supercars champ 


(2018, 2019 and 2020) 


Engineer Bretzman surprised 
by similarities between McLaughlin 


and former charge Pagenaud 


work like that. I’m a competitive bloke: I want to win, I want to get 
poles, I want to dominate races and not even worry about things. 

“T did that for four years [in Supercars], and then coming here... 
it just mucks with your head, and you’ve got to be realistic about 
things. I put a lot of pressure on myself, like, ‘Why isn’t this 
happening? Why am I sucking in qualifying when I’m good?’ 

It’s a mind game, man, and you’ve got to be on top of it. 
You’ve got to just believe in yourself.” 

The Penske/Chevrolet package needed to improve for 2022 too, 
and (admittedly on the evidence of only one race) it has. Chevrolet 
has improved its engine’s driveability, partly through hardware but 
largely by allowing far greater variety in its engine mapping. And 
Bretzman says that Penske’s set-up philosophy has shifted too, to 
make the car less knife-edge handling-wise, and operate across a 
greater spectrum of track conditions. That has played into the hands 
of a second-year driver who also needed his confidence bolstered. 

Says Bretzman: “We’ve broadened the window of where it works 
best, and so it feels like we can absorb the differences made by 


Firestone’s new alternate tyre... Part of that is down to our set-up. 
We’ve tried to give Scott a very broad scope, a very consistent car, 
so he can build confidence in himself, really push and show the 
pace we know he has. At St Pete, we didn’t change the car much 
from first practice to the race because again, we wanted to give 
him stability, build him up, let him go be who he is, which is 

an amazing race car driver.” 

It’s not all that different to what Bretzman had to do for 
Pagenaud. The 2016 champion and 2019 Indy 500 winner tended 
to need a car with predictable and forgiving handling traits to 
give his best, and there were times — too many for a driver of his 
quality — where his mojo went missing over the four years since 
the light-on-downforce universal aerokit was introduced. Now 
that McLaughlin feels more self-assured in the handling of his 
car, Bretzman says the similarities between his former champion 
and his current driver are more apparent. 

“Their driving techniques are not as different as you’d think,” 
he says, “and even more interestingly, a lot of Scott’s feedback is 
very similar to Simon’s. Very similar reads and styles — which is 
weird because seriously, where did that come from?! Where did 
Scott learn what appears to be a very classic European open-wheel 
driving style? It’s not all that different to how Will drives. Still our 
slightly different driver is Josef. So to your point, yes, my transition 
between drivers has been somewhat easier than I expected, because 
Scott is chasing pretty much the same things that Simon was. 
They like similar feelings from the car.” 

And now it appears that McLaughlin can also emulate a winning 
IndyCar veteran in terms of how to handle a race weekend.“I’m not 
kidding myself; I could quite easily be 20th next round,” observed 
McLaughlin post-race, and he’s right. But he’s also learned from 
Palou’s 2021 title-winning template. 

“What won the championship last year was a 7.1 average race 
result. I want to finish top-10 every race, top-eight every race, and 
if I can do that, I know I’m going to be there or thereabouts towards 
the end of the season... When we’ve got a fourth-place car, we take 
a fourth place; when we’ve got a 10th-place car, we take 10th; when 
we can win a race, we capitalise. That’s the plan this year.” 


IndyCar debut in October 
2020 at St Petersburg 


} ended with shunt | j 


Runner-up in his 
first-ever oval race 


CANTRELL 


in Texas last year 


SCOTT McLAUGHLIN INSIGHT 


McLaughlin’s Indy 500 prospects 


Last year, Scott McLaughlin won two Rookie of the Year titles, 

the first coming in May, at the Indianapolis 500. But as with his 
RoY accolade in the series, he was underwhelmed by his overall 
finishing position: in the points, he bagged 14th; at the Speedway, 
he was classified 20th. 

McLaughlin, runner-up in his first-ever oval race four weeks 
earlier in Texas, was Penske’s fastest driver in qualifying for the 500, 
in a dreadful weekend for the team as a whole. A week later in race 
trim they all looked quicker, with Simon Pagenaud climbing through 
the field to claim third, and McLaughlin heading for a top-six until 
receiving a drivethrough penalty for speeding in the pitlane. 

His disappointment was understandable. 

Still, it’s fair to say that ovals were the brightest part of his 
rookie season (he also claimed fourth at Gateway) so, given that 
the Ben Bretzman-Pagenaud combo more often than not created 
the best Penske set-up for the Speedway over the past seven years, 
could a McLaughlin-Bretzman combo fight for victory in this year’s 
106th running of the 500? 


6 e e 
After all, the Penske engineers’ I like the lines 
main focus in the off-season - he takes, and we 
even ahead of improving its know he’s not 
street course handling - was afraid of ovals” 


finding pace at Indy. 

“| have watched Scott’s in-car from last year’s 500 maybe 
four or five times already to see how he drives Indy, what his 
tendencies are,” says Bretzman. 

“And even there he’s very similar to Simon. That makes me 
super-excited. We need to discuss how to approach Indy, how 
we use the practice days, but | think we'll be on the same page 
set-up-wise. | like the lines he takes, and we know he’s not afraid 
of ovals. There are many variables that come into play at Indy, 
but yeah, | do think we have a lot of potential.” 


GALSTAD 
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THE IMSA LEXUS BRITS 


EY 


(AND UP AND UP) 


UP 


DuMOND 


Veee > —_ “we 


Have you heard the one about two northerners driving for a Japanese manufacturer in 


America’s top sportscar series? Time to sit down and talk with Jack Hawksworth and Ben 


Barnicoat about racing across the pond... and your accent being mistaken for Australian 


CHARLES BRADLEY 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


exus is perhaps an unlikely manufacturer to take motor 
racing, but Toyota’s luxury brand has been developing 

L a sportier edge for quite some time and enters its sixth 
year in the IMSA SportsCar Championship with two 
Brits driving its GTD Pro class entry. 

Jack Hawksworth has been with Lexus’s programme since the 
beginning, following a three-year stint in IndyCar that peaked with 
apodium in Houston. This year, the 31-year-old West Yorkshireman 
is joined by Ben Barnicoat, who hails from across the border in 
Derbyshire. Despite their proximity, and similar karting careers, 
they’d never actually met until Hawksworth saw the opportunity 
to bring 25-year-old Barnicoat on board... 
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motorsport 


Jack:“Ben’s Chesterfield and I’m Bradford.” 

Ben:“We are probably 45 minutes to an hour’s drive apart... 
It really is funny that we’d never spoken before.” 

Jack:“We even had the same kart mechanic a few times!” 

Their ride is the thunderous five-litre, V8-powered RC F, which 
is based on the steel bodyshell that began life on the production line 
— unlike some ofits class rivals that were purpose-built with all- 
carbon monocoques. The removal of the GILM (GTE Pro in World 
Endurance- speak) class has allowed for GTD (GT3) to be the premier 
GT class in IMSA, with the rules opened up for a pro-pro driver 
line up — called, aptly enough, GTD Pro. 

“Tt’s something I’m super-excited about,’ says Hawksworth. 


) Hawksworth ready 
@ for action at Daytona 3 


“Since Icame into the series I wanted to see a simplified GT class that 
had all the best drivers. At the Rolex 24 we had 35 cars running to the 
same regulations, a huge GT? field. It’s really good for the racing.” 

Hawksworth’s six wins for Lexus over the past three seasons have 
marked him out as their lead driver, while Barnicoat comes aboard 
after a successful transition from single-seaters to sportscars in 
2017 asa factory McLaren driver until now.“I was very fortunate,” 
says Barnicoat.“I hada great season last year andI hada lot of good 
offers. This was the one that excited me the most. It’s always great 
to bea factory driver, alot of credibility comes with it, you feel the 
support of the manufacturer. Having a great team-mate in Jack 
comes into it; he’s one of the best drivers in IMSA right now. 


THE IMSA LEXUS BRITS 


Ay The British 
pair, plus Kyle 
Kirkwood, piloted 
the Vasser Sullivan 
Lexus to fourth at 
Daytona 


Hawksworth, here in 2016 
__ with AJ Foyt Racing, spent am 
_ three years in IndyCar 


- . et eee 


So beinga part of this brand andits trajectory means a lot.” 
Paddock rumour suggests Hawksworth was key in the Vasser 
Sullivan team signing Barnicoat in the first place. Is that true? ““Waaay 
above my pay grade,” quips Hawksworth.“I was somewhat involved 
in that. Obviously I’ve been here along time, so the team clearly 
values my opinion and they doask from time to time what I think. 
“T knew they were looking for an additional guy, either for the 
Pro seat in the [Pro-Am] #12 or the #14 [the all-Pro car, whichis 
joined in endurance races by IndyCar star rookie Kyle Kirkwood]. 
I was keen on getting the best team-mate I can have, not only for 
the team but to keep me on my toes. We met up acouple of times, 
sat and had acoffee on the M1. >> 
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THE IMSA LEXUS BRITS 


SRO/KEVIN PECKS 


“Ben stood out because he was the fastest guy in the McLaren. Pole 
positions in GT [World Challenge] Europe, and running up front at 
Spa — that made him the ideal candidate. He’s done all the big races 
in Europe, he’s shown he’s got the pace and can bring home results, 
like he did at Spa. He was the obvious choice. 

“T knew of him through karting, obviously a nine-time Kartmasters 
champion [there’s anod towards Barnicoat at this point that suggests 
an equal mix of admiration and jealousy! ] and being a Brit, we caught up 
prior to allthis happening and it just went from there. We come from 
the same part of the world, and grew up doing the same things, but 
there was a five-year offset between us. [heard of this Ben Barnicoat 
guy but we never spoke because he was a good bit younger.” 

For Barnicoat, this is a big step out of his European comfort zone, but 
ahuge opportunity to keep enhancing his already glowing reputation. 
“T’m new to the programme, obviously Jack’s been here for along time,” 
says Barnicoat. “It’s my first season racing full-time in America and 
IMSA, I’m looking forward to it massively, but I’ve got five seasons of 
sportscar racing under my belt in Europe. America is somewhere I’ve 
always wanted to race, so when this opportunity arose I couldn’t say no 
toit. The Lexus family is great; me and Jack get on like a house on fire. 
Our chemistry is great, the team is totally nailed in, and we’re all 
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working really well together as we strive to be as competitive as we can. 
“Thada great season last year, and the timing worked out well as Iwas 
just coming out of my previous contract [with McLaren] and Lexus 
were looking for anew guy to partner Jack in this exciting GTD Pro 
category. The rules being stabilised to the GT3 platform gave Lexus the 
opportunity it’s rightly earned, and they’re giving us great support, 
along with TRD [Toyota Racing Development], to extract some 
performance out of the car as we take on the Proclass. Going up against 
the likes of Corvette and Ferrariin this class is great for the brand” 
Most of Barnicoat’s GT experience is in mid-engined machinery, 
although he’s proved he can get the job done ina front-engined car — 
he won this year’s Gulf 12 Hours ina Mercedes. “I’mcertainly going 
through an adaptation period,”he admits, “but there’s nobody better 
to drive with than Jack, who’s been in this car for six years. I feel like ’m 
getting better and better every time I drive it, and I’m feeling alot more 
comfortable now. In the high-pressure moments, when everything 
is right on the edge, it takes a little more concentration than it did 
naturally in the McLaren, but that’ll come with time in the car.” 
Hawksworth chimes in:“That’s the nice thing about starting with 
Daytona and Sebring — you get so much drive time in the races, you’ll 
have eight hours and four hours, so by the time you get into the sprint 


in the area, its latest addition on 
the driving side, Barnicoat, has 
impressed Vasser so far this year. 
“In the car he’s the consummate 
professional,” says Vasser. “He knows 
what he wants, his feedback is 
spot-on, and he’s immediately 
worked well with everybody. 
But we expected that. 
“We had a good look at a lot 
of European drivers, and across 


Lexus has entrusted its factory- 
blessed IMSA operation to Vasser 
Sullivan Racing, the team owned 
by 1996 CART Indycar champion 
Jimmy Vasser and business 
partner James ‘Sulli’ Sullivan. 

The team is based in Concord, 
North Carolina, just a few miles 
away from TRD’s NASCAR operation 
in Salisbury. With talent already 
added from the NASCAR gene pool 


il 


| 
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season, you feel in tune with the vehicle and the team,’ 

To help with that learning process, the two Brits — 
together with Kirkwood — spent a good deal of time 
together as the Daytona 24 Hours approached. 

Ben:“We’ve been training a lot at TPC, Toyota’s 
facility in Charlotte, doing alot of heat room work 
and stuff like that.” 

Jack:“We’ve hada mini training camp with Kyle 
and we all stayed together in Charlotte. It’s been good 
fun. You build that team bond, push each other. It was 
agood couple of weeks in the lead-up to Daytona.” 

And how was the downtime between the training? 

Jack:“T was cooking mainly, I’m like the dad of the team.” 

Ben:“He’ll make a great husband for someone! He 
makes good porridge.” 

Jack:“Good porridge and good pasta. Kyle made a few 


“17M REALLY ENJOYING THE U.S. 
IT’S MY FIRST OUT-OF-BRITISH 
CULTURE I’VE EXPERIENCED” 


bits and bobs but he left alot of mess behind!” 

Their camaraderie and banter are helping 

Barnicoat get up to speed with US racing culture: 

“T’m really enjoying America, and I’m feeling really 

at home withthe team. It’s one of the few times 

I’ve not driven for a British team, apart from Le Mans 
with Kessel/Inception, but it’s my first out-of-British 
culture that I’ve experienced, which is odd given how long 
I’ve been racing. It’s been a pleasure so far.” 

One thing that stands out in our interview is that, despite his 
nine years of racing in the US — he’s lived in St Petersburg, Houston, 
Michigan and Charlotte in that time — Hawksworth has lost none 
of his broad Yorkshire accent.“Icertainly haven’t lost that and it’Il 
probably only get worse now Ben’s here!” he laughs.“Whichis fine 
until you go to a Starbucks drivethrough and nobody understands 
what you’re saying! They think you’re an Australian.” 

Ben: “Even I’ve had that, and I’ve only been here five minutes!” 

Lexus’s IMSA operation has also been alittle nomadic, starting 
with3GT Racing for acouple of years, then AIM Vasser Sullivan 
(based in Canada) for a pair of seasons, and now with Vasser 
Sullivan now solely in charge. 


TWITTER: @BENBARNICOAT 


“When it moved to Charlotte last year, as Vasser Sullivan, it was 
basically afresh start,” says Hawksworth.“With that, you inevitably 
get afew teething problems, and now we’ve had an off season to 
work on them. I feel like we had a good foundation last year, but 
now I think we’ve got everything ironed out and we’re ready to go 
compete straight away. We’ve taken a good base and just made it 
better, especially with Ben coming on board. We have to knuckle 
down now and deliver results.” 

That began witha solid fourth place finish in the season-opening 
Daytona 24 Hours, where Porsche dominated the GT class, and Ferrari 
only just got the better of the Lexus in the final hour. Being in the mix 
with these premium performance marques is the whole point of Lexus 
racing this car — and the reasonit signed these two northern hotshots..# 


America, who'd won in the 
categories, so we knew a lot 
about Ben and made arun at him. 
We weren’t sure we’d be able to get 
him, to extract him from McLaren, 
which was a process. It felt like we 
prised him away! It was a victory 
to get Ben to join Jack and Kyle.” 
Let’s get to the bottom of his 
signing, was it really Hawksworth 
who made the connection? “The 


first point of contact really was 
Hawksworth,” says Sullivan. “To 
some, that’s a surprise, right? Some 
organisations look at drivers who 
come and go, and are somewhat 
replaceable. With Jack - one, we’ve 
built a programme around him, 
and two, as he’s matured he’s 
become a quarterback for us. 

And this is an example of that: 
Jack led us to explore Ben. 


“There were a lot of 
options, there’s no shortage 
of fantastic pro drivers, but 
this was somebody who Jack 
had identified. | see some really 
organic chemistry happening 
between Kirkwood and 
Hawksworth and Barnicoat.” 
Following Daytona, Barnicoat 
got some valuable extra seat time 
in pre-Sebring testing - which 


Vasser reports went really 

well - as he builds up his bank 
of experience. “He’s been a little 
bit of a deer in the headlights 

as he’s adapted to the Lexus 

RC F,” adds ‘Sulli’, “because it’s 

a different animal, which is fine 
and we expected that. But he’s a 
pro, his energy is high, and we’re 
looking to see what he’s capable 
of. It’s an exciting signing.” 
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Mostert makes 
the most to 
master rain 


AUSTRALIAN SUPERCARS 

SYDNEY MOTORSPORT PARK (AUS) 
5-6 MARCH 

ROUND 1/13 


Chaz Mostert leads the Supercars 
Championship for the first time in his 
career following the opening round of the 
season at Sydney Motorsport Park. The 
Walkinshaw Andretti United Holden driver 
took a third and a win from the two 300km 
races on an unpredictable weekend affected 
by wet weather in Western Sydney. 

Despite the constant threat of rain it was 
all dry running on Saturday, which initially 
looked to play into the hands of form SMP 
driver Anton De Pasquale. His Dick Johnson 
Racing Ford comfortably topped qualifying 
and easily beat the Triple Eight Holden of 
Shane van Gisbergen in the Shootout. 

In Saturday night’s race, however, he was 
undone by a roll of the strategic dice by 
Triple Eight. The team decided to try van 
Gisbergen on a three-stop strategy, the 
additional grip from a fourth set of tyres 
easily making up the time of the extra stop. 
That meant De Pasquale had to settle for 


HORSBURGH 


second ahead of fast-finishing Mostert. 
On Sunday the rain became a real factor, 
which helped Mostert to provisional pole. 
But running last in the Shootout was bad 
news, worsening conditions leaving Mostert 
seventh on the grid as Brodie Kostecki 
(Erebus Holden) took a career-first pole. 
The race started in dry conditions, 
Kostecki and De Pasquale initially duking 
it out at the front. That was until a well- 
timed safety car brought Mostert into the 
game just after he’d moved to the super- 
soft tyre, which helped him into a lead he 
would hold until the end, despite a late 


Bowman racing to narrow win 


NASCAR CUP SERIES 
LAS VEGAS (USA) 

6 MARCH 

ROUND 3/36 


A late caution sent an already-chaotic 
Las Vegas NASCAR race into overtime, 
with Alex Bowman emerging as the 
surprise winner. 

Before a caution was displayed for a 
wreck with two of the originally 
scheduled 267 laps remaining, Kyle 
Busch was in a tight duel with Martin 
Truex Jr for the win. All the lead-lap 
cars pitted under the caution and three 


Bowman (48) fights 


it out with Larson 
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Hendrick Motorsports Chevrolet drivers 
— Kyle Larson, Bowman and William 
Byron — took only two new right-side 
tyres while the Joe Gibbs Racing Toyotas 
of Busch and Truex, along with most 
others, took four, meaning a longer stop. 

On the restart into the two-lap 
overtime, Busch could never get back to 
the front. Bowman and Larson raced side 
by side, before Bowman finally cleared 
the 2021 champion on the last lap and 
held him off by 0.178 seconds. 

“What a call by [crew chief] Greg Ives 
and the guys to take two [tyres] there,” 
said Bowman. “Obviously, it paid off. 
Racing Kyle [Larson] is always fun. I’ve 
got to race him for a couple wins. We’ve 
always raced each other super-clean 
and super-respectfully.” 

The win is the seventh of Bowman’s 
career and the second consecutive 
victory for Hendrick, after Larson’s 
the previous weekend at Fontana. 

Ross Chastain (TrackHouse Chevy) 
finished third, Busch ended up fourth, 
and Byron rounded out the top five. 

JIM UTTER 


WORLD OF SPORT RACE CENTRE 


Mostert was the man 
in soggy Sydney murk 


ALLPICS 


‘@) motorsport 
IMAGES 


rain storm. Kostecki and De Pasquale were 
second and third, De Pasquale crashing on 
the cool-down lap while trying to drift his 
Mustang around the last corner. 

Van Gisbergen, meanwhile, finished sixth 
despite having at one point been a lap down 
due to an early off in greasy conditions and 
a poor decision to switch to wets too early 
in the race. He managed to unlap himself 
with smart use of the super-soft and some 
handy timing on safety cars, before charging 
back through the field, particularly once 
the poor weather properly arrived. 

ANDREW VAN LEEUWEN 


AUSTRALIAN SUPERCARS 
SYDNEY MOTORSPORT PARK (AUS) 
Race 1 Shane van Gisbergen (below) 

Triple Eight (Holden Commodore ZB) 
Race 2 Chaz Mostert 

Walkinshaw Andretti United 

(Holden Commodore ZB) 


NASCAR CUP 

LAS VEGAS (USA) 

Alex Bowman 

Hendrick Motorsports (Chevrolet Camaro) 


NASCAR XFINITY SERIES 
LAS VEGAS (USA) 

Ty Gibbs 

Joe Gibbs Racing (Toyota Supra) 
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RACE CENTRE MOTOGP 


Bastianini 
beat Binder to the 
flag by 0.3s to score 
his first MotoGP 
victory in season 
opener 


ALLPICS: GOLD AND GOOSE 
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Bastianini takes emotional win for Gresini 


MOTOGP 
LOSAIL (QAT) 
6 MARCH 
ROUND 1/21 


The history of the Gresini Racing squad 
is one of immense highs set to a backdrop 
of heartbreaking tragedy. In 2003, in the 
opening round of the season at Suzuka, 
Gresini rider Daijiro Kato suffered an 
accident that would eventually claim his 
life. In 2011 Marco Simoncelli suffered 
fatal injuries in a Malaysian Grand Prix 
crash. And, at the start of 2021, Gresini 
Racing’s talismanic founder, double 125cc 
world champion Fausto Gresini, died 
after a battle with COVID-19. 

Just weeks earlier he’d announced 
his plans to break ties with Aprilia and 
return to running a true satellite team 
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in MotoGP. With his wife Nadia Padovani 
taking over at the helm of the squad, it 
forged ahead with its 2022 plans. And last 
Sunday at the season-opening Qatar GP, 
Enea Bastianini guided his 2021-spec Ducati 
to an emotional maiden victory in MotoGP. 

Bastianini’s racecraft had gained him 
two podiums in his debut season aboard 
the Avintia-run 2019-spec Ducati, and a 
strong pre-season on the fully developed 
2021 Desmosedici had many tipping 
the Italian for big things this year. 

The 24-year-old Italian qualified a 
career-best second, but his victory battle 
was still tough, the race very much an open 
affair. Despite mediocre qualifying positions 
in eighth and 10th, Suzuki duo Joan Mir and 
Alex Rins had shown pace strong enough to 
strike some fear into their rivals for Sunday. 
And although 11th was a disappointing 


Espargaro confidently 
led the field for much 
of the distance 


position to start from, Yamaha’s reigning 
world champion Fabio Quartararo was still 
expected to be a contender for the race. 
Then there were the question marks 
surrounding the 2022 Ducatis. Jack Miller 
was fourth, 2021 runner-up Francesco 
Bagnaia ninth. Both are running hybrid 
2021/22 engines this year, while poleman 
Jorge Martin on the Pramac Ducati is on 
the full 2022-spec machine. Qatar had been 
such a happy hunting ground for Ducati in 
the past that it was almost a certainty that 
its factory runners would be in the mix. 
The Losail track has not been the most 
fruitful of places for Honda, but the new 
RC213V helped Marc Marquez to third on the 
grid, while Pol Espargaro cut a happy figure 
in sixth. Throw in strong showings from 
Aprilia’s Aleix Espargaro and KTM’s Brad 
Binder, and it was a case of picking a name 
out of a hat to decide on a pecking order. 
Many predicted the race to be run at a 
slow pace and with a big group forming 
early on, because tyre conservation would 
be crucial to deciding the outcome. The race 
ended up 11 seconds faster than the 2021 
Doha GP, catching a few out — not least 
long-time leader Pol Espargaro, who 
grabbed the holeshot from team-mate 
Marquez and headed the pack for 18 tours. 
Both Repsol Hondas had gone with the 
soft/soft tyre combination, which ultimately 
faded in the closing stages. Bastianini made 
a late call to switch to the medium rear and 
this would ultimately prove inspired. 
After Espargaro had broken away by over 


finished lap 18 of 22, the Gresini Ducati 
scythed past to take a lead it would never 


POWERED BY 


ROUND 1/21, LOSAIL (QAT), 6 MARCH (22 LAPS - 73.545 MILES) 


POS RIDER TEAM TIME 
1 Enea Bastianini(\TA) Gresini Ducati 42m13.198s 
2 Brad Binder (zar) KTM +0.346s 
3 PolEspargaro (Esp) Honda +1.351s 
4  Aleix Espargaro (Esp) Aprilia +2.242s MOTO2 
5 Marc Marquez esp) Honda +4.099s LOSAIL (QAT) 
er Sos Pra Celestino Vietti (below) 
oan Mir (es +4.843s ; 
= oe VR46 Racing Team 
7 Alex Rins (esp) Suzuki +8.810s (Kalex) 
8 Johann Zarco (Fra) Pramac Ducati +10.536s 
MOTO3 
9 Fabio Quartararo (FRA) Yamaha +10.543s LOSAIL (QAT) 
with team boss Padovani 10 TakaakiNakagami Vn) LCRHonda +14.967s pues Migno 
a - Snipers Team 
11 Franco Morbidelli (ita) Yamaha +16.712s (Honda) 
Second for Binder showed ) 12 Maverick Vinales (Esp) Aprilia +23.216s 
KTM’s progress eae : 
~ 13. LucaMarini (It. VR46 Ducat +27.2835 
= Re (ITA) ucati 
. Vz 14 Andrea Dovizioso (ita) RNF Yamaha +27.374s 
> 15 Remy Gardner (aus) Tech3 KTM +41.107s 
16 Darryn Binder (zarF) RNF Yamaha +41.119s 
17 FabioDiGiannantonio(ita) Gresini Ducati +41.349s 
18 RaulFernandez(esp) Tech3 KTM +42.3575 
R Jorge Martin (esp) Pramac Ducati 11laps-accident 
R_ Francesco Bagnaia (ITA) Ducati 11laps-accident 
R Miguel Oliveira (Prt) KTM 10laps-accident 
a second on lap B, Bastianini dispatched R_ Alex Marquez (Esp) LCRHonda 9 laps-accident 
second-placed Binder and eroded the Honda R  MarcoBezzecchi (ita) VR46 Ducati 6laps-accident 
rider’s lead. And approaching Turn 1 as they . 
R_ Jack Miller (aus) Ducati 6 laps-technical 


; ‘ 3 Winner’s average speed 104.517mph. Fastest lap Bastianini 1m54.338s, 105.255mph. 
relinquish. It was an “unexpected” result aiid i is i 


for the Italian, but one that carried great 
significance to many within the Gresini 
camp and the wider MotoGP paddock. 
Binder gave a good charge on the last 
lap to shadow him by 0.346s, but had to 
settle for second. Given KTM’s best result 
in Qatar before last Sunday was an eighth, 
the Austrian marque is clearly heading in 
the right direction after a difficult 2021. 
The same can be said of Honda, with 


QUALIFYING 21 Martin 1m53.011s; 2 Bastianini 1m53.158s; 3 MMarquez 1m53.283s; 4 Miller 1m53.298s; 5AEspargaro 
1m53.319s;6P Espargaro 1m53.346s; 7 B Binder 1m53.350s; 8 Mir 1m53.407s; 9 Bagnaia 1m53.411s; 10Rins 1m53.481s; 
11 Quartararo 1m53.635s; 12 Morbidelli 1m53.982s. 


QUALIFYING 1 Binder 1m53.512s; Quartararo 1M53.654s; 13 Zarco 1M53.780s; 14 Oliveira 1m53.819s; 15 Bezzecchi 
1m53.915s; 16 Nakagami 1m54.038s; 17 Marini1m54.222s; 18 A Marquez 1m54.224s; 19 Vinales 1m54.228s; 20 Dovizioso 
1m54.244s; 21 Di Giannantonio 1m54.276s; 22 Gardner 1m54.378s; 23 Fernandez 1m54.889s; 24 D Binder 1m56.011s. 


RIDERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Bastianini 25; 2 B Binder 20; 3 P Espargaro 16; 4A Espargaro 13;5 MMarquez 11;6 Mir 10; 
7 Rins 9;8 Zarco 8; 9 Quartararo 7; 10 Nakagami6; 11 Morbidelli5; 12 Vinales4; 13 Marini 3; 14 Dovizioso 2; 
15 Gardner 1; 16 D Binder 0; 17 DiGiannantonio 0; 18 Fernandezo. 


Espargaro claiming that his third place proves 
HRC now has a bike someone other than 
Marquez can win on. Marquez was a satisfied 
fifth as he continues to learn the new bike, 
with Aleix Espargaro fourth, and believing 
he can fight on the Aprilia. 

Rear-grip issues for Mir and front-tyre 
problems for Rins meant sixth and seventh 
was all that the Suzukis could manage. 
Pramac’s Johann Zarco was top 2022-spec 
Ducati rider in eighth, while Bagnaia 
crashed into Martin on lap 12 while 
recovering from 16th following a poor start. 
Miller dropped out with technical issues. 

“Worried” world champion 
Quartararo’s winter unhappiness with 
his Yamaha package remains, and front- 
tyre-pressure issues meant his title 
defence kicked off with a meek ninth. 

LEWIS DUNCAN 


MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Ducati25;2 KTM 20; 3 Honda 16; 4Aprilia 13; 5 Suzuki 10;6 Yamaha 7. 


NEXT REPORT 


INDONESIAN GP 
24 MARCH ISSUE 


Can Pol Espargaro 
finally break his 
MotoGP duck at 
the new Mandalika 
circuit, where he 
topped testing 

for Honda, or will 
the Ducati hordes 
prove too hot 

to handle? 
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WEB DIRECTORY 


-l!EDS WEB DIRECTORY 


RACE RADIO INSURANCE 


Professional Team Radio 
System For All Budgets 


MEMORABILIA 


FREOLLECTORS com #1 FOR F1 MEMORABILIA 
ee AT 


see We buy ied toa OMP YB RACING R ACING 


AYRTON SENNA specialists 
BB | sits zig WWW.YBRACING.COM 
INSURANCE 


Insurance for Drivers - | eG =>, 
and Race Teams 


RACE PREPARATION 


\ 
TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS RACE PARTS 


y Avs F DRY SUMP 

|—— ) PACE systems YSTEMS 
ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC. 
www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 


RACE PARTS 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


, Co-ordgport » Part BOX} Signdhuag” 


Performance and Tuning Parts 


Leading performance brands online 


soaks aren seme 


RACE PARTS MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


Passionate About Motorsport 


JIC) RHCO-4crollus 


www.jjcraceandrally.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT Ben Fullick 
he CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT T: +44 (0)7884 117 237 


OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER E: ben. fullick@motorsport.com 
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MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS 


Eee 2000 COCS 
GRAPHITE 


ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING 


NOT ALL 


3D PRINTED PARTS 
ARE CREATED EQUAL 


“Always very impressed with the service, advice and quality.” 
— Simon Benton 


01296 482 673 
sales@graphite-am.co.ukK 


www.graphite-am.co.uk 
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MARKETPLACE 


CLASSIFIEDS MARKETPLACE 


RACE PREPARATION 


SYT650G 
Leaded /Super Unleaded 
300 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar 


SYT620EM / , SYT342G 
| Leaded Leaded / Super Unleaded 
340 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar 340 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar 


~ Motorsport 


In Tank Fuel Pumps & Kits 


AUDI « BMW ¢ FORD e HONDA 
LANCIA ¢ LOTUS ¢ MAZDA. MINI 
: MITSUBISHI ¢ NISSAN ¢ PEUGEOT 


Leaded / Super Unleaded | Leaded 


300 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar GS LENCOE 340 Ltr/Hr @ 3 Bar 
Tel: +44 01784 493555 www.glencoeltd.co.uk Email: sales@glencoeltd.co.uk 
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Discover The PressurEvolution 


Introducing the EvoScann® P16-D. 
The most advanced miniature true-differential 
16 channel digital pressure scanner available. 


0.1% Full Scale Accuracy 

Data outout directly in engineering units 
Lightweight - <45g (including 1m cable) 

Small - dimensions: 50 x 32.4 x 10mm 
True-differential measurement, shared static 
reference 

Lightweight carbon fibre external construction 
Integral microprocessor 

CAN-FD output 


Get your competitive advantage now. 


Book a demonstration or request a quotation. 


Call: +44 (0) 1264 316470 | 
Email: enquiries~aevolutionmeasurement.com 
www.EvolutionMeasurement.com EvoScann’ 
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MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS 


RACE PREPARATION 


>. 
VIADID SADT & LDP PUY TTIDVILE 


T: 01342 891 877 _E: info@Imaautoparts.co.uk =W: www.imaautoparts.co.uk 


Est 1990 
Suppliers of Motorsport & Performance products 
worldwide 


Essentials - Seats & Harnesses - Heat Management - Oils 
Vehicle Set Up & Pit Equipment - Video Recording & Data Logging 
Gauges - HEL Performance;Manufacture - Gauge Pipelines & Fittings 
Engine Fan Kits & Fittings - Electrical Accessories - Fuel Hose & Fittings 
Silicone Hose - Tools & Tools Storage - “Speedwell” 
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wv @Imaautoparts 


€ @Imamotorsport (s) @I|mamotorsport 


The Green Barn, Antlands Lane East, Shipley Bridge, Horley, Surrey, RH6 9TE 


Sustainable lightweighting with 


BOSS RACING TRACK DAY CAR HIRE ARE BACK! i i 
. powerRibs™ and ampliTex™ natural 


fibre reinforcements for thin-walled 
composite applications 


a) 


e Matching stiffness/weight performance 

e < 85% lower CO2 emissions 

e Improved safety without sharp splintering 
e Various colouring options 


Normal business resumes covering all of the UK/EU major 
circuits and with a selection of Caterhams to suit the 
beginner through to the experienced race driver. 

Not just your average track day company. 
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MARKETPLACE 


MOTORSPORT JOBS 


CLASSIFIEDS MOTORSPORT JOBS 


motorsport 
JOBS = 


Client Success Manager 
Veloce Esports 


We are looking for a Client Success Manager to execute 
strategy and briefs set by our clients across all of our 

social media channels and platforms. The role will include 
managing multiple clients, building and maintaining client 
relationships, as well as servicing their needs on a daily 
basis. As the Client Success Manager, you will be the main 
point of contact for clients in an effort to drive value from 
booked campaigns and fully own the reporting process from 
brief to delivery. As such, we're looking for someone with 
minimum 3 years client success experience gained within 
Sports, Esports or Gaming sectors or similar rights holder or 
agency experience. 


Be the main point of contact for key clients and 
stakeholders 

Build and maintain relationships with new and existing 
clients 

Day to day working with internal teams to deliver client 
KPI's 

Ensure that the brief is delivered to agreed budget as laid 
out in the project terms 

Ensure that the marketing, content and social teams are 
fully briefed on each project 

Ensure that all events are delivered successfully and all 
targets are met 

Working with budgets to deliver maximum satisfaction 
You will attend client meetings to ensure campaign and 
client KPI's are met on a regular basis 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Videographer 


Haas Fl Team 
Key responsibilities include: 


Promote teamwork and effective communications to 
develop working relationships between all personnel and 
departments. 

Visual Content Creating & Project Management 
Videography, Photography, Design of social media and 
wider digital content 

Postproduction and editing of all videography and where 
appropriate —- photography 

Working as part of the Communications team to set up a 
content calendar and work on overall team video strategy 
Support the content plan for social media, assisting in 
the planning and execution of content and the strategy 
around it. 

Work on social media content and visuals 

Plan and organize visual resources where needed on the 
likes of internal and external projects 

Uploading creative content onto the company’s website 
and digital channels 

Work collaboratively with other team members, and where 
appropriate external partners, to ensure a consistent, 
integrated brand perception and visual identity. 

You must be well organized and have excellent creative, 
written and communication skills, with the ability to 
create, plan and prioritize, be flexible, self-motivated, 
multi-task and be adaptable. 


To apply now visit|www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
Reap 


Work Experience & Interns 
McLaren Racing 


Here at McLaren Racing we host a range of work experience 
and internship programmes: 


¢ Work Experience: You will have the opportunity to spend 
1 week with a department here at McLaren Racing, 
gaining an insight into what we do. This could be across 
production, technical, race or marketing. This programme 
is for those currently at school/college. 
Summer interns: Typically a 3 month placement during 
the summer, where you will have the opportunity to work 
on projects and to contribute to the teams success. This 
programme is for undergraduates and you will be required 
to study particular degree disciplines depending on the 
area of the team you're interested in. 
Placement years: 12 month internships for those currently 
studying a bachelors or masters degree programme and 
you will be required to study particular degree disciplines 
depending on the area of the team you're interested in. 
Placement year students join us in the summer each year 


typically. 


Requirements will vary by programme but we are looking for 
talent that is passionate about a career in motorsport and 
who will help us on our fearless pursuit towards winning in 
every series we race in. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Strategy Engineer 
Envision Racing 


Key skillset requirements include: 


* Precision planning, procedural, compliance, scheduling and 
communication skills are all vital to ensure all strategy 
requirements are fulfilled at the track and remote 
operations room. 

Highly detail orientated but adaptable candidate, 
experienced with accurately analysing data alongside 
various inputs from the supporting engineers and driver, 
to quickly make decisions. 

Excellent and demonstrable trackside or remote 
operational room engineering ability. 

Ability to remain clear, calm and maintain consistent 
communication channels with other engineers, drivers 
and senior management via meetings, reports and the 
intercom system. 

A strong knowledge of programming, with the ability to 
develop software tools and models. 

A broad understanding of motorsport, including tyre 
performance and traffic considerations. 

Demonstrable management ability to lead a small team of 
engineers. 

Excellent inter-personal and willingness to work ina 
dynamic and multicultural environment. 

A proven ability to work to tight deadlines in a group or 
alone and remain calm under pressure. 

The ideal candidate will have minimum 2 years relevant 
experience in race strategy, and a strong background in 
simulation and modelling. 


To apply now visit] www.motorsportjobs.co 


motorsport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS 
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If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 


please contact|james.robinson@motorsport.comjor call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Z) 


Esports Partnership Assistant Internship 
Alpine Fl Team 


Alpine Fl Team are looking for an Esports Partnerships 
Assistant Intern to support the Business Team with 
exploring new Esports and gaming partnerships. 


You will be expected to help manage existing relationships, 
support the marketing and business team with events 

and support with the involvement of Alpine Fl Team in the 
Fl Esports Series, Virtual Le Mans and other additional 
competitions. 


We are looking for someone who is fluent in English and able 
to speak French to a good level. 


The main responsibilities of the role will be: 


Development and creation of presentation proposals for 
Esports & Gaming Partnerships 

Liaise with Alpine Fl Team Esports & Gaming Partners to 
support them with marketing activations & projects 
Liaise with Marketing Team on the Team's simulators/ 
gaming equipment management 

Support the Business Team with Esports & Gaming 
partnerships renewals 

Liaise with Marketing Team to support Esports & Gaming 
activities and collaborations 

Continuous assessment to improve service opportunities 
Create reports for the Team on Esports & Gaming linked 
to the Team's involvement in Esports activities 

Key administrative support to Alpine Esports 


To apply now visit|www.motorsportjobs.com 


Junior Aerodynamics Design Engineer 
Red Bull Racing 


motorsport 
JOBS 


We currently have an exciting opportunity for a Junior 
Aerodynamics Design Engineer to join our highly skilled 
Aerodynamics Department, working at our Milton Keynes 
factory and at our Wind Tunnel facility in Bedford. 


In this role you will be working alongside our highly skilled 
Aerodynamicists, to generate and develop designs for our 
Formula one wind tunnel programmes. Utilising your skills in 
solid modelling and surfacing using NX CAD package with a 
creative approach and passion for engineering. 


The successful candidate will be self-motivated with a 
proactive approach and be able to maintain an exceptional 
level of detail when working to tight timescales, often with 
minimal supervision. 


Not only is this a fantastic role, but it is also a fantastic 
team to work for. A good salary is just the start, there are 
many other benefits too such as our bonus scheme, private 
health care cover, life assurance scheme, workplace nursery, 
company contributed pension scheme, free food, and a cycle 
to work scheme. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS 
motorsport 
JOBS 


Engine Calibration Engineer 
Northampton Motorsport 


Responsibilities and duties: 


Safe and efficient Installation of customer vehicles onto 
our Superflow AD 30 rolling road. 

Calibration of engine management systems, carburettors 
and ignition systems to optimise engine performance and 
drive ability. 

Diagnosis and rectification of engine running faults using 
the rolling road, data logging and diagnostic tools etc. 
Maintaining a professional attitude at all times, especially 
when interacting with customers to ensure the highest 
possible level of customer satisfaction whilst promoting 
Northampton Motorsports brand and services. 

Ensuring that health and safety procedures are followed 
at all times to ensure the safety of customers and 
vehicles. 

Maintaining the equipment in the rolling road test cell 
including the rolling road itself to ensure optimum 
serviceability and to limit downtime due to equipment 
failures to an absolute minimum. 

To ensure that the rolling road test cell is kept clean and 
tidy at all times with equipment and tools returned to the 
correct storage area at all times. 

To assist customers with remote support and also to 
attend other tuning facilities, motorsport venues and 
customers premises to provide support and calibration 
services when required. 

Assisting with projects in the main workshop when 
required. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


Assistant Finance Business Partner 
Aston Martin Fl Team 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Purpose: 


To provide the team with accurate and insightful financial 
analysis and forecasting in order to improve decision 
making capabilities. 

To actively contribute to the Team's primary objective 

of consistently being a top three team in the FIA 
Constructor’s Championship. 


Knowledge and skills: 


Excellent organisational skills 

Outstanding communication and interpersonal abilities 
with ability to challenge effectively across departments 
Analytical mind-set and an eye for detail, capable of 
working quickly to a high standard of accuracy 
Comfortable working in a fast-paced multi-tasking 
environment, dealing with a high volume of workload 
Communicate information effectively verbally and in 
writing with use of graphical tools as necessary 

Expert in use of Microsoft Excel and other Microsoft 
products 

Uses problem solving and decision-making skills 

Ability to work under pressure, prioritising own work 

and the work of the team in an organised and accurate 
manner within tight deadlines, keeping calm and focussed 
Be enthusiastic and versatile and be able to build, develop 
and maintain good working relationships with colleagues 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


Want to advertise a motorsport job? 
If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS 


FERRARI PARTS SPECIALIST 
SUPERFORMANCE 


CONTINUOUS 
REMANUFACTURING 
OF OBSOLETE AND 
UNAVAILABLE PARTS 


DEPENDABLE 
BIG ENOUGH 

TO COPE 

SMALL ENOUGH 
TO CARE 


UNRIVALLED = | (toi). >) FAST EXPRESS 
ENGINEERING AND = wo WORLDWIDE 
TECHNICAL EXPERTISE P SHIPPING DAILY 


(ANE. penaL RUBBER FOOT RESI © 
pA | ld eVcpEVc 


Ne Sos WE'RE E DEDICATED TO PRESERVING 
tty "My “THE CLASSIC FERRARI SPIRIT 


SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK +44 (0)1992 445 300 
CELEBRATING 38 YEARS FERRARI PARTS EXPERIENCE 


UNIT G1 RD PARK STEPHENSON CLOSE HODDESDON HERTFORDSHIRE EN11 OBW 


CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT ADMIN@SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK 


[HE | We surety parts To THE UK AND ACROSS THE WORLD - 


HILL ENGINEERING 


See what we're up to on instagram @superformance.co.uk and 
you can follow us on facebook.com/superformanceukltd 


MOTORSPORT UK Russian licence holders banned 
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Starting onthe) 
motorsport ladder 


Discovering the appeal of the 
UK’s popular junior series 
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WALKER JOINS ELITE CAROLINE STEPS UP EX-HILL AND PIERPOINT 
FOR GB4 CHALLENGE TO GT3 WITH RAM FALCON TO RETURN 


3D SCANNING & 3D.PRINTING >‘. 


entral Scanning are an industry-leading 3D Scanning, 3D Printing, Reverse Engineering and Inspection 
specialists based in Bromsgrove, Worcestershire. 


3D Scanning is a fast and efficient process used for the process of analysing a real-world object or environment 
to collect data on its shape and possibly its appearance (e.g. colour). The collected data can then be used 

to construct digital 3D models. Parts ranging from several millimetres in size through to planes, trains and 
automobiles can be scanned and inspected with high accuracy and relative ease. The use of 3D Scanning is now 
being used in an ever-growing range of industry sectors such as aerospace, medical, automotive, 
R&D as well as tool making and product development. 


Central Scanning are the only Artec Ambassador & Gold Certified resellers in the UK and 

are leaders in their field, providing scanning equipment and related software. They are 
also part of the Zeiss/GOM “HandsOnMetrology” network and can provide sales, training 
and ongoing support. 


In addition to their 3D scanning capabilities, they offer a comprehensive 3D printing 
service utilising their in-house 3D printers from Stratasys, Mark Forged, Ultimaker 
and Prusa. They can print in a wide variety of materials and have the full colour multi- 
material Stratasys J750 printer. 


The expertise of their engineers combined with the 3D scanning and 3D printing equipment 

and related software they have, allows them to offer a comprehensive service to a wide range of 

clients and are used to working under NDA conditions. They work in their air- 
conditioned premises or can travel to most company's facilities to meet the 
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ae a 


~ am Whether you are looking to purchase equipment / 
a \ accessories to enhance your own capabilities or to 


commission 3D Scanning / 3D printing AN 
as a service then Central Scanning “ee. 
are ready to assist whatever the oa 


Lf requirements. 
al 


Wee 


— 9 fe 


\ tht 


PART OF 


#HandsOnMetrolog 


A’ Artec3D Artec3D SE ‘ 
Ambassador Gold Certified Partner Y 
Z ee 


SCANNING 


30 Seanning ana 2D Printing 


info@central-scanning.co.uk - www.central-scanning.co.uk - tel: 01527 558282 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Reigning British GT champion 
Machitski had planned to 
defend his crown this year 


IN THE HEADLINES 


motorsport 
IMAGES 


MAGHITSKI’S TITLE DEFENCE IN 
DOUBT AMID WAR IN UKRAINE 


MOTORSPORT UK 


Reigning British GT champion Leo 
Machitski’s title defence is in doubt 
following a ruling by Motorsport UK in 
response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

The UK motorsport governing body 
stated that “no Russian/Belarusian 
licensed competitors and officials are 
approved to participate in UK events” in 
an act of “solidarity and support towards 
all those affected by the ongoing conflict” 

Autosport understands that Machitski 
has dual Anglo-Russian citizenship and 
could apply to Motorsport UK for a British 
licence. The 39-year-old grew up in the 
UK, started his racing career driving a 
Honda Civic Type R in Britcar in 2005, and 
has previously held a British race licence. 
He had committed to continuing aboard a 
Barwell Motorsport Lamborghini with 
Danish ace Dennis Lind, his partner 
in winning the 2021 GT3 crown. 

Lind, who collected the Allan Simonsen 
Award at the championship’s London 
prizegiving last Friday, tweeted: “I am 
getting a few questions in about my 
attendance in British GT. As of now, it’s 
difficult to say if there is a drive or not, 
neither Barwell Motorsport or I can do 
much about this horrible situation.” 

In addition to blocking Russian and 
Belarusian-licensed drivers, teams and 
officials from taking part in British events, 
Motorsport UK also stated that no flags 


Russian and Belarusian licence 


holders are now banned in UK 
vr 


from either country can be displayed at 
motorsport fixtures, including on cars, 
equipment and clothing. 
Motorsport UK chairman David 
Richards said: “The entire Motorsport 
UK community condemns the acts of 
war by Russia and Belarus in Ukraine and 
expresses its solidarity and support towards 
all those affected by the ongoing conflict. It 
is our duty to use whatever influence and 
leverage we might have to bring this wholly 
unjustified invasion of Ukraine to a halt.” 
Motorsport UK is unable to comment 
on the specific situation surrounding 
drivers with dual-citizenship, but added: 
“Our actions are a clear signal of protest 
to Russia and Belarus that they cannot 
use motorsport in the UK to represent 
their interests.” 


XENTEK AND MRM EXPAND 
Xentek Motorsport and MRM have 
become the latest teams to expand 
into the Ginetta GT Academy. Xentek 
previously powered drivers to the 
GT5 title and will now run Danny 
Dwyer, who stays in the series for 

a second year, in the GT Academy. 
MRM, meanwhile, guided Jack Young 
to the 2019 Renault UK Clio Cup 
crown and moved into Ginetta racing 
last year. It is now running G40 Cup 
frontrunner Nick White and Steve 
Williams (back in a Ginetta after 

over a decade) in the GT Academy. 


MEADOWS TO MINI TROPHY 


Karting graduate Oliver Meadows 
is the latest driver announced 

as racing in the Mini Challenge 
Trophy with Graves Motorsport 
this year. “This move into car 
racing is an exhilarating moment 
in my motorsport career,” he said. 
“Graves Motorsport have been 
working closely with me as | start 
my car racing journey - I’m 
optimistic for the season ahead.” 


CROFT'S STEWART SUPPORT 


Croft Circuit has selected Sir Jackie 
Stewart’s Race Against Dementia 
organisation as its chosen charity 
for the 2022 season. “I’m so grateful 
that the team at Croft have selected 
Race Against Dementia as their 
charity for this year,” said Stewart. 
“Myself and the Stewart family have 
fond memories of attending Croft 
with Paul Stewart Racing andl am 
really grateful for their support in 
joining us to beat dementia.” 


VOLVO PAIR WIN HRCR RALLY 


The Historic Rally Car Register’s 
Clubmans Road Rally Championship 
opened on Saturday’s Tour of 
Cheshire with a narrow victory for 
the Volvo PV544 of Dan Willan and 
Niall Frost (below). On a day of 
regularity sections and special tests, 
including at Oulton Park, Willan 
headed the Porsche 911 of Paul 
Crosby and Ali Proctor by 11 seconds 
as just 17s covered the top four. 
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Walker joins 
Elite for GB4 
campaign 


GB4 


Formula Ford 1600 race winner 
Alex Walker will contest the new- 
for-2022 GB4 Championship with 
Elite Motorsport this season. 

The 18-year-old has competed in the 
British Racing & Sports Car Club’s National 
Formula Ford Championship over the past 
two years, and came close to winning the 
title last term. But a poor final round 
at Snetterton, where dropped scores 
couldn’t be used, meant he finished 
runner-up to Chris Middlehurst. 

Walker was selected as a finalist for 
the Porsche GB Junior shootout, which 
was won by Adam Smalley, and had 
discussions about racing in the Porsche 
Carrera Cup GB this season before 
deciding to stay in single-seaters. 

“There were a few options, not just 
Carrera Cup but a few GT seats, but I just 
decided it would be better for the long 
term [to remain in single-seaters], and 
especially after I did a test day and spoke 
with Eddie [Ives, Elite team boss],” said 
Walker. “I think it’s the right place for me 
to develop a bit more. It’s another step up 
from what I have done in my career.” 

Walker has so far only briefly tested the 
Tatuus F4-T014 chassis — the GB4 spec car 
previously used in the Italian and German 
Formula 4 championships — but already has 
experience of slicks-and-wings machines 


Walker (inset) will race in the 


maiden season of GB4 with Elite 


from a part-campaign in British F4 in 2019. 


“The car coming from the Italian and 
German championships was always going 
to be good,” he said. “I could link it back 
to the previous generation of F4 car quite 
well. It seems a lot quicker, which means 
it moves around a little bit more.” 

Walker says he was encouraged to join 
GB4 because of the £50,000 prize that 
will be awarded to the inaugural champion 
to fund their future single-seater career, 
and the category’s close links with the 
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GB3 Championship. 

“Obviously they [GB4 and GB3] are run 
very close together and it kind of makes 
sense to maybe do one after the other,” he 
added. “The prize money is a factor. There’s 
not too many other championships that 
offer such a good reward for the winner.” 

Walker joins Jack Sherwood at Elite, taking 
the total number of confirmed drivers in 
GB4 so far to six, with the first round to 
take place at Snetterton on 2-3 April. 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


Williams Academy driver Gray swaps to Carlin 


BRITISH F4 


at Thruxton. But aside from 


Academy and will join Carlin 
for his second season in the 
series this year. 

Gray made his car racing 
debut with Fortec in F4 last 
season, and took two wins 


got a great team around me, 
and the championship title 
is my only aim this season.” 
Joining Gray at Carlin 
will be Louis Sharp, who 
has been a race winner in 
his native Formula Ford 
New Zealand South Island 
series during the winter. He 
will miss the opening event 


his Hampshire successes, 

he failed to secure any other 
podiums and was seventh 

in the final standings. He 
also contested a handful of 
Italian F4 races, and scored 
one podium in a part-season 
in UAE F4 this winter 

with Hitech GP. 


British Formula 4 race 
winner Oliver Gray has 
been named as part of the 
Williams Racing Driver 


ie. 
_ Gray will race in British 


F4 once again but 
moves to Carlin 
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“Winter testing has gone 
well so far, and the new car is 
amazing to drive,” said Gray. 
“To come into the season 
with the support of Williams 
Racing is just a dream come 
true and I’m hugely thankful 
for their belief in me. I’ve 


as he will not be 15 years old 
until the second round. 
Adam Fitzgerald has also 
been announced on the F4 
grid. The karting graduate has 
joined Argenti Motorsport 
and takes the number of 
drivers confirmed so far to 10. 


RAM Racing will run 
Mercedes-AMG GT3 for 
Caroline and Ferguson 
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Caroline moves into GT3 with 
Ferguson and RAM Racing 


BRITISH GT 


Jamie Caroline will make a full-time 
return to British GT this season and 
will step up to the GT3 category in a 
RAM Racing Mercedes-AMG GT3, 
partnering John Ferguson. 

Caroline, who beat Oscar Piastri and 
Logan Sargeant to win the 2017 British 
F4 crown, made a successful switch to 
sportscars in 2020 by winning British GT’s 
GT4 title in an Aston Martin. Last year he 
switched to the GT'4 European Series in a 
Mercedes, but returned to the British 
championship to partner Ferguson for 
the final two rounds aboard the 
Speedworks Toyota Supra in GT4. 

The 23-year-old will now continue 
his partnership with Ferguson, who was 
frequently plagued by bad luck in his 
first season of British GT last year, 


but scored two third places at Silverstone 
and Snetterton alongside Scott McKenna. 

Caroline said 2022 will be “the most 
important year of my career yet”. “I’m 
so excited for this chance,” he said. “I’ve 
been trying to get into GT3 for the last 
few years and I’m ready to grab this 
chance with both hands. 

“T know that to achieve what I want to, 
which is to become a factory driver, I need 
to show what I can do at the highest level, 
and I know I’ve got the right team and the 
right car to do that this year.” 

RAM boss Dan Shufflebottom has 
lauded the Caroline-Ferguson axis as “a 
real future-proof pairing” “Jamie is a star 
of the future, no doubt,” he said. “I have no 
doubts that both will adapt really well to 
the Mercedes, and I look forward to seeing 
how they progress across the year.” 

JAMES NEWBOLD 


IN THE HEADLINES 


NEW SUPERKART SEASON 

The 2022 Superkart season starts this 
weekend at Silverstone as part of the 
British Endurance Championship 
support package. Lee Harpham 
heads the Division 1 entry and will 
face his old adversary Liam Morley. 
Samantha Hempshall, winner of the 
Bennetts Superkart Scholarship, will 
go up against Motorsport UK British 
Superkart champion Lee Plain in 

the 250 Mono category. 


LIVESTREAM CONTINUES 

The British Automobile Racing Club 
will continue its partnership with 
sports production company 
for the 2022 season, with at least 15 
race meetings set to be streamed 
live. The British Endurance 
Championship, Britcar Trophy, 
Praga Cup, British Truck Racing 
Championship and Classic Touring 
Car Racing Club will all be streamed 
throughout the year, while a number 
of other categories will also feature. 


BARC AND BRSCC WINNERS 


The British Automobile Racing Club 
and the British Racing & Sports Car 
Club held their respective awards 
evenings at the end of last month. 
Notable winners included former 
BARC chief executive Dennis Carter, 
who was the recipient of the highest 
award presented by the club and its 
council, a BARC Gold Medal, while 
long-time British Formula Ford/F4 
promoter Sam Roach was awarded 
the prestigious John Nicol Memorial 
Trophy by the BRSCC. 


JOHN MILES DRIVER AWARD 


The John Miles Young Driver Award, 
named in honour of the ex-Lotus 
Formula 1 driver and popular 750 
Motor Club member, was presented 
to Aaron Cooke (below) at the club’s 
annual awards last month. Cooke 
was awarded the trophy and prize 


South African F1600 series begins 


F1600 Saturday, heading a record 
15-strong field. 

Split by newcomer Josh 
Le Roux in qualifying, Gerard 


of £1000 after impressively taking 
back-to-back Toyota MR72 titles in 
2020 and 2021. 


excursion under pressure 
from Waberski. Rookie 
Troy Dolinschek put car 
weight issues behind 


British expat Ian Schofield and 
single-seater veteran Rick 


Morris headed the concurrent and Antwan capitalised when him to grab third behind 
Formula Ford 1600 races as leaders Le Roux and Jarrod Antwan. Ewan Holzhausen 
South Africa’s F1600 Waberski tangled. Le Roux and Gerard Geldenhuys 


completed the top five. 

Three points separate 
Antwan, Gerard and Le Roux at 
rookie Jason Coetzee. the top of the table heading to 

Le Roux won Sunday’s the second round (of seven) at 
sequel, heading the Geldenhuys Zwartkops next month. 
duo until Gerard had an MARCUS PYE 


recovered and finished fifth, 
behind Nicholas van Weely 
(in the sole Van Diemen) and 


Championship began last 
weekend with a double-header 
at the Killarney circuit. 
Brothers Gerard and Antwan 
Geldenhuys claimed a maiden 
1-2 finish for their Abacus 
Divisions Mygale team on 
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Ex-Hill rally and 
Pierpoint BSCC 
Falcon to return 


HISTORICS 


A ‘timewarp’ Ford Falcon will return 
to racing this summer after decades 
in a private collection. 

Once used by Graham Hill on the 1964 
Monte Carlo Rally, the car was later rebuilt 
by Alan Mann Racing into a Group 5 race car 
for the British Saloon Car Championship. 
In the hands of Roy Pierpoint, the Falcon 
finished fifth overall in the 1968 BSCC 
points before being sold to Martin Birrane 
for the 1969 season. Subsequently, it was 
sold to Martin Thomas in the 1970s and 
was comprehensively rebuilt by Cambridge 
Motorsport in the 1990s. 

Now, after many years away, it is back 
under the wing of Alan Mann Racing and 
will be driven by Kevin Kivlochan in the 
Historic Sports Car Club’s new Historic 
Modsports and Saloon series. 

“As a car in 1969 Group 5 trim, it doesn’t 
really fit in the current scheme of historic 
racing classes, so Historic Modsports and 
Saloons is perfect for it,” said Kivlochan. 


Roger Bell 
1936-2022 


OBITUARY 


Roger Bell, who died last weekend aged 
85, was a world-renowned journalist 
who raced cars almost as effectively. 
Whether ‘a writer who raced or a racer 
who wrote’? the terms described Bell, for 
he did both with consummate skill. As 
editor of Motor, Bell was immersed in 


AVE YOU SEEN 
THE PRICE of FUEL 
HAS GONE UP AGAIN 
ANGELO ? 
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YES, DON'T WORRY 
I'VE TAKEN SOME 
DRASTIC ACTION... 


“T love the history and the fact that, after 
a gap of 55 years, the Falcon is now back 
with Alan Mann Racing. It is just as it was 
when it raced in the BSCC in 1968 and 
1969. We certainly plan to be at Cadwell 


the industry in a buoyant era. 

He contested the 1971 Escort Mexico 
Challenge series, finishing fifth behind 
Gerry Marshall, future Formula 1 world 
champion Jody Scheckter, Barrie 
‘Whizzo’ Williams and Rod Mansfield, 
architect of Ford’s Special Vehicle 
Engineering division. 

Bell later raced BMWs, notably a 
2002Tii and Rothmans-backed 3.0Si 
in Production Saloon events. He 
graduated to the British Saloon Car 
Championship in 1974 with Chrysler’s 
Avengers, as number two to champion 


+44 (0) 1929 551557 
www.aaoil.co.uk 


Cx UOMTOOAALCOEP Ly 
4 Falcon had diverse competition 
history, including in BSCC, and is 

now due to be raced by Kivlochan 
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Park in June for the first Historic Modsports 
and Saloon races. Then we'll go to Oulton 
Park and the car has probably not raced 
there for over 50 years!” 

PAUL LAWRENCE 


Bernard Unett, and finished ninth overall. 
In June 1975, as tail-gunner to 
champion Andy Rouse in Broadspeed’s 
Triumph Dolomite Sprint team, Bell’s 
loyalty was rewarded with a class win 
at Snetterton when Rouse retired. 
Bell’s enjoyment of racing was 
shared among those he hired for 
his Motor team, including the Dron 
brothers — Tony and Peter — Rex 
Greenslade and Mark Hales. But 
Bell’s legacy is his beautifully crafted, 
insightful and authoritative words. 
MARCUS PYE 


I'VE SOLD ALL YOUR VALUABLE 
JEWELLERY TO PAY FOR THISLOT... 


Champions join 
the entry for first 
Praga Cup event 


PRAGA CUP 


Reigning F3 Cup champion Stefano Leaney is 
one of a number of successful club racers to 
move into the Praga Cup, which is holding its 
first standalone race at Silverstone this weekend. 

The Praga prototypes have previously 
run as a class within the Britcar Endurance 
Championship, but the Czech manufacturer 
has expanded to have its own grid at Britcar 
events this season. 

Leaney has won the F3 Cup crown for the past 
two years, but previously raced a Radical and 
won the 2017 Bikesports title. He is due to be 
sharing an Ri with Fiooo racer Jack Tomalin, 
the car prepared by Tim Gray Motorsport. 

Another driver moving into the series is 2020 
European Le Mans Series LMP3 class champion 
Rob Wheldon, who will be partnered by Radical 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Mittell and Hall are among 
those joining Praga ranks 


racer Ben Stone in a Praga run by Wheldon’s 
RAW Motorsports operation. Stone said the car 
“felt like a natural progression from a Radical”. 

Another successful club racing squad joining 
the category is Mittell Cars, with former Sports 
1000 champion Scott Mittell teaming up with 
2020 Bikesports title winner Charles Hall. 
PETER SCHERER & STEPHEN LICKORISH 


Clio V6 Trophy car set to make 
racing comeback at Silverstone 


SNETTERTON SALOONS 


A Renault Clio V6 Trophy car will return 
to racing this weekend when James Sundler 
campaigns his machine in Snetterton 
Saloons’ ‘away day’ at Silverstone. 

Former Clio 182 racer Sundler acquired 
the 285bhp mid-engined machine nearly 
two years ago and reconditioned it ahead 
of an intended return at Snetterton last 
September. He was thwarted by the engine 
dropping a cam follower in qualifying, but 
the three-litre V6 has been overhauled 
and the six-speed sequential gearbox 
rebuilt ahead of a run-out last week. 

The V6 Trophy replaced Renault’s Spider 


Sundler’s planned debut last year 
was thwarted by engine woe 


Trophy, with an international series from 
1999 to 2003 that featured leading names 
such as Jerome Policand, Andrea Belicchi, 
four-time champion Luca Rangoni and 
Anthony Beltoise. Sundler’s car, chassis 53, 
is believed to have been run by German 
team MRS Racing for Antonios Wossos and 
MRS co-founder Iris Dorr, before ending 
up at Clio specialist Mark Fish Motorsport. 

“The car is crazy, with a reputation for 
being a nightmare to get the set-up right, 
and very snappy with the short wheelbase,” 
said Sundler. “I’m determined to keep it as 
original as possible, not chasing power out 
of it. They’re plenty of fun as they are!” 
MARK PAULSON 


BUMPER GRIDS 
FOR BRITISH 
ENDURANCE 


BRITCAR 


The inaugural round of 

the British Endurance 
Championship is set to feature 
34 cars at Silverstone this 
weekend, for the first national 
race meeting of the season. 

The BEC, formerly known 
as the Britcar Endurance 
Championship, will feature 
a plethora of GT3, GT'4 and 
TCR machines for Saturday’s 
three-hour race on the 
Grand Prix layout. 

Among those taking part 
are due to be British GT driver 
Marcus Clutton (Porsche 981 
GT4 MR), 2019 Mini Challenge 
champion James Gornall in 
a Viper, and Ferrari stalwart 
Wayne Marrs teaming up 
with Tom Jackson in a 
Mercedes GT3 (below). 

Claire Hedley, owner of 
Britcar, is delighted with the 
turnout for the BEC and the 
57 entries for Sunday’s two 
50-minute Britcar Trophy 
races, which include reigning 
Junior Saloon Car champion 
Charlie Hand stepping up 
to a Renault Clio. 

“The best grids ever, we 
can’t complain at all especially 
with the crisis in the world,” 
she said. “It was one of those 
where we had to do something 
[to improve numbers], we had 
Praga [within BEC] and we 
were proud to have them, but 
the numbers were starting to 
dwindle because we lost a few 
of our GT cars because some 
people weren’t happy. 

“We’ve been watching social 
media and they’ve all been 
testing and asking who’s in what 
class. I have a gut feeling that 
over 50% are there for the win 
and the championship, they’re 
not just there to take part.” 
STEFAN MACKLEY 
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RECRUITMENT 
DRIVEN BY 
PASSION 


Find your dream job 


Here at Autosport we've been helping people find great jobs in motorsport for over 
60 years. Today we're launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can: 


Find the latest jobs in motorsport 
Apply for a job with just one click 
Upload your CV and let recruiters find you 


Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move 


motorsport 


motorsportjobs.com sioiersiomeks 


- A Motorsport 
Network Company 


OPINION CLUB AUTOSPORT 


An outlier among the increase 


A first UK club racing event in March for three years is set to kick-start the 2022 season 


this weekend, but there’s one exception to the general rule of increased meeting numbers 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


his weekend, all being well, a club car racing event 
will be held in the UK in March for the first time 
T since 2019. And how the world has changed in 
the past three years. Back then, Theresa May was 
prime minister, parliament was in crisis with no 
agreement over the proposed Brexit deal and the motorsport 
community was rocked by the sudden death of Charlie Whiting 
on the eve of the 2019 Formula1 season. Since that time, 
the coronavirus pandemic meant the 2020 campaign did 
not begin untilJuly, while last year’s was also delayed to 
April following the winter resurgence of COVID-19. 
But, perhaps the key words in that opening line were ‘all 
being well’ Unlike 2019, Brexit is no longer the major talking 
point (although that topic will be covered on these pages in 
the next few weeks...), and the threat of the virus has receded 
somewhat thanks to the vaccination programme — but not 
gone away, after all over 40,000 people continue to test positive 
every day and hundreds remain on hospital ventilators. Instead, 
the latest cause for concern is events in Ukraine, causing worry 
the world over — nothing is certain any more. Motorsport UK’s 
response to the Ukraine crisis must be applauded, withits banon 
Russian and Belarusian drivers from British events displaying the 
sort of decisive leadership that the FIA has again shied away from. 
While the political, financial and health situation has changed 


“A lot of drivers said they would 
not go back. I love the track but 
we must listen to the feedback” 


drastically over the past few years, so too has British club racing. 
The restrictions of the pandemic helped fuel a surge in interest 
as acombination of people being forced to do their racing inthe 
UKrather than in Europe and beyond, allied to holidays and 
other more regular consumer spending habits being off the 
table, has helped fill grids and pack paddocks. 

Despite the many uncertainties, organisers have been galvanised 
by the resilience of club racing amid the onslaught of challenges 
and many have booked more track time than in recent years. In fact, 
when comparing the number of car racing events at each circuit 
from what was planned in 2020 to what is scheduled for this 
season, Virtually every track has the same number or an increase. 
But there is one notable exception to this rule: Mallory Park. 

Now, the Leicestershire circuit is one of my favourites to 


spectate at, because any one spot can offer widespread views 
of the lakeside venue. The facilities may not be the most up- 
to-date, but that is not necessarily a problem. 

And yet the circuit is unpopular among many competitors. 
Whether it is the narrow track, straightforward layout, basic 
amenities or the inability to leave the paddock while a race is 
ongoing (a major problem if the timetable is running behind, 
leaving a lengthy queue in the paddock as competitors cannot leave 
until the end of the day), there are undeniably some drawbacks. 

This is reflected by the reduction in the number of events at 
Mallory this season. While there were nine last year — and seven 
were scheduled in 2020 — just five are on the calendar this time. 

It must be noted that motorbike contests continue to be prevalent 
— the renaming of the circuit as Completely Motorbikes Mallory 
Park in deference to its sponsorship by the motorcycle retailer 
highlights this — and trackdays remain popular, but some clubs 
have decided not to visit this year. 

The British Automobile Racing Club made three appearances 
in 2021 but has not got a single one planned for this year.“The 
demand from our championships meant that we didn’t have 
enough content to filla meeting there,” says BARC group chief 
executive Ben Taylor, who adds that the Pickups — which make 
use of Mallory’s oval configuration — will instead visit as part 
of a Classic and Modern Motorsport Club fixture.“There’s 
nothing against Mallory Park. Lots of people went to 
Mallory last year and in 2022 they won’t.” 

It is asimilar story with the British Racing and Sports Car Club, 
which is just assisting in the administration of an Historic Racing 
Drivers Club event at Mallory this year rather than having its 
series visit. During one of the club’s Northern Formula Ford 2021 
contests at the venue, there was a collision when the safety car 
unexpectedly stayed out and this is one of several incidents that 
put people off.“The feedback wasn’t positive and a lot of drivers 
said they wouldn’t go back to Mallory,’ says BRSCC chairman 
Peter Daly.“T love the track but we have to listen to the feedback.” 

Autosport has been unable to speak to the circuit’s management 
about the reduction in car events, but it is not all bad news as the 
CMMC has expanded to a two-day fixture this year. It is vital 
that smaller, independent venues continue to thrive but, at atime 
when clubs are ever more mindful of offering the best customer 
experience for competitors, feedback has to be taken into account. 

Despite ongoing challenges, not least rising oil prices, the 
general picture is more positive for the UK club racing scene. 

And having racing held in March again — the British Endurance 
Championship/BARC event at Silverstone this weekend is 

due to get proceedings under way — isa welcome return to 
some normality in this troubled world.¥ 
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TEENAGE 
KICKSTARTERS 


Junior series in UK motorsport have 
been thriving and attracting young 
drivers in ever greater numbers 


STEFAN MACKLEY 


undreds of championships and series make up 
national motorsport in the UK, of which three are 
4 unlike any of the others. These junior series allow 
drivers as young as 14 to get behind the wheel, teaching 
them the fundamental skills they’ll use throughout 
their careers. And all three are riding the crest of a wave heading into 
2.022, with ever-increasing grids and exposure taking them to greater 
heights while providing a platform for the next generation of drivers. 


GINETTA JUNIOR 

Close and exciting pack racing, cars with damaged bodywork, all 

the thrills and spills the highlight of a weekend afternoon courtesy 
of TV coverage. Sounds a lot like the frantic and thrilling nature of 
the British Touring Car Championship, but it’s also right to say that 
it very much applies to the Ginetta Junior Championship, which was 
created in 2005 and has become a mainstay of the TOCA support 
package since 2008, as well as the national motorsport landscape. 

It’s the junior series that many fans will be most familiar with, 
and its alumni have reached the pinnacle of tin-top racing in the UK, 
including Tom Ingram, Jake Hill and Senna Proctor — not to mention 
the pinnacle of the sport itself with Lando Norris in Formula1. 

The Ginetta G40 has become a proven entity with drivers and 
teams since it was introduced in 2010, ensuring performance parity 
and teaching the basics of car control, while also being incredibly safe. 
“T think the cars are brilliant,” asserts Elite Motorsport team boss Eddie 
Ives. “It’s extremely hard [to drive]. That’s what makes the car sucha 
success and it’s why the kids that can run at the front of Ginetta Juniors 
can typically, as you’ve seen over the years, jump out of it andjump 
inalmost anything else and go extremely well.” 

Ives knows more than most about what it takes to be successful in 
Ginetta Juniors — his Elite squad won consecutive titles from 2018- 
2.020 with Porsche GB Junior Adam Smalley and GB3 Championship 
drivers James Hedley and Tom Lebbon. It has also run 2020 Porsche 
Carrera Cup GB champion Harry King and 2018 McLaren Autosport 
BRDC Award winner Tom Gamble, and was attracted to the 
championship in 2015 by what it had to offer anew team. 

“We believed in the product, believed in the car and in the value 
of it asa stepping stone, not just for drivers but for teams as well, 
that kind of entry into cars ona very professional level,’ Ives continues. 
“We were going in thinking it’s something we can compete in 
against others as a brand new team.” 

With that professionalism comes pressure, though, and the 
spotlight is firmly on young drivers both at the track and with 
thousands of fans watching at home. Not an easy environment 
for ateenager learning their craft.“Ginetta Junior is an education 
toalot of kids, and what better education can you have for them 
than dealing with crowds, dealing with being on TV anddealing >> 
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with being interviewed live?” adds Ives. 
Unsurprisingly, the package and exposure that go along with it 
do come at acost. Budgets for a season range from £65,000 up to 
£150,000 — the latter includes driver coaching and around 30 days of 
testing — making it easily the most expensive junior series in the UK. 
But for many youngsters coming out of karting, where some will have 
been paying vastly more than a Ginetta Junior budget, it provides the 
perfect pathway up the career ladder, either into other Ginetta series 
suchas the GT's Challenge, or into single-seaters with British Formula 
4or the new-for-2022 GB4 Championship, both of which are open 
to youngsters from the age of 15. 
There’s certainly no denying its popularity with drivers and teams 
— last season, grids averaged 27 cars across the nine-round campaign, 
and Ives says that this year’s 32 entries were “sold out within I think 
about four days of them becoming available”. 


JUNIOR SALOONS 

While Ginetta Junior might be the best- 
known junior series in UK motorsport, 
there are others that provide a similar 
racing education — and for a fraction 

of the price. The Junior Saloon Car 
Championship uses the Citroen Saxo VTR, 
and the series headed by Dave Beecroft and 
his team boasts alumniincluding GT 
drivers James Dorlin and Katie Milner. 

“Tt was probably the perfect series for me 
at the time,’ claims Dorlin, who is set to 
compete in British GT this season and 
claimed the inaugural Porsche Sprint 
Challenge crown in 2020. 

For drivers such as Dorlin, the JSCC provided a more cost-effective 
means of going car racing — he and his dad ran their own car tothe title 
in 2014 after joining the year before, when it was known as SaxMax. 
“Ginetta Junior or MSA Formula, what is now Formula 4, was just 
way out of reach Lon budget],”he recalls.“But I’m now racing against 
guys that back then went off to do Ginetta Junior, F4 and F3, andtobe 
honest I’m at just the same level now, if not higher than quite a few. Just 
because it’s lower on the budget scale doesn’t mean it’s lower in terms 
of what you learn and howit helps you progress your career.” 

A budget is in the region of £30,000 but, like Ginetta Junior (alsorun 
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by the British Automobile Racing Club), its 
grids are high, with 27 entries averaging last 
year. And like Ginetta Junior, JSCC offers 
a fully funded season to its scholarship 
winner. Past winners of that include Emily 
Glanvill (see panel, below)) and Chloe 
Grant, who moves into GB4 this season. 
Dorlin believes that getting behind the 
wheel of acar as soonas possible is vital, 
and the coaching and support offered by the JSCC means youngsters 
can progress quickly.“There were always coaches available to help learn 
about weight transfer and things like that in the early days because it’s 
critical,” he says.“At 14, if you’ve never driven a car before you need 
that coaching, doesn’t matter who you are. Youneed it because it’s 
very different to karting. That coaching was always something 
that was highly focused on in the series, which is good” 
While he has been pursuing his own racing career, Dorlin has also 
given back to the series — for the past three seasons he has coached 
Ruben Hage, who finished fourth in the standings in 2020 and 2021. 


Dorlin was JSCC 


champion in 2014 
i) 


The appeal of junior championships is such 
that two more are set to launch this year - 
one in Scotland and one in Ireland. 

The Scottish Motor Racing Club has 
announced the Scottish Junior BMW 
Championship, which will use rear-wheel- 
drive BMW 116i cars, with costs for a new- 
build expected to be less than £12,000. 

“It’s something they were really keen 
to run to support the next generation of 
Scottish racers, and there’s obviously a 
massive gap in the market with us not having 
a junior series up here,” says championship 
representative Emily Glanvill. 

“There’s great junior championships in 
England but with the travel and other things 


involved, it just increases that cost even more. 
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So having something in Scotland is really 
going to help with that. But also just from 
the point of view of it being visible to kids - 
if you see the opportunities, you’re more 
likely to get involved.” 

Glanvill herself was chosen as the Junior 
Saloon Car Championship’s scholarship 
winner in 2016, and knows eaxctly how a 
junior series can help young drivers, not 
only on the track, but also off it. 

“The experience that | gained from 
racing at that age was just invaluable, 
not only for racing but my off-track career 
and just confidence in myself,’ she says. 

“It really did shape who | am today, and 
even just being able to talk about these 
experiences in job interviews has 


hands-down got me into my university 
course. | think the benefits of racing at 
such a young age go so much further, 
so much beyond the track itself.” 
Options are currently being looked 
at to offer open sessions at SMRC race 
meetings this year for prospective drivers 
to try the car, with two championship 
rounds to be held in August and October 
at Knockhill, but this is to be confirmed. 
Meanwhile, a Junior Mini Challenge is 
to be launched by the Irish Championship 
Circuit Racing initiative at Mondello Park. 
R50 Mini Cooper or Mini One models will 
be used, featuring a controlled ECU and 
1.6-litre engine, with cars expected to 
cost around £6000. 


have steadily risen over 
the past three seasons 


“Tt’s nice to be able to go back to an old series that Iused to be 
part of and help him learn all the things I learned back then,” 
adds the 22-year-old.“With Ruben it’s great, because he’s 
been on the same path I once took. It’s quite rewarding.” 


FIESTA JUNIOR 
Like the JSCC, the Fiesta Junior Championship’s grid numbers have 
risen, but its story is one of coming back from the brink. The category 
was in trouble in 2019, with an average grid of just five cars and a season 
low of four entries at the final two rounds plunging its future into doubt. 
But hard work from coordinator Laura Payne and others from the British 
Racing & Sports Car Club has meant that grid numbers have steadily 
grown over the past two seasons, despite the COVID-19 pandemic. 
“Tbecame coordinator in 2019, and found that alot of people hadn’t 
heard of us,” says Payne.“We did quite a lot of work back then to get the 
name out — we did better at the promotion side. What I foundis alot 
of people in karting didn’t necessarily know they could go into cars 
at 14. think that was where some of the problems lay, because there 
was nothing wrong with the product. It was purely that people didn’t 
know we existed, so we’ve worked really hard to build the name up.” 
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The word has certainly spread — last season grids averaged 15 cars 
and never once dipped into single figures. 

The future continues to look bright for the championship, with 
anew car set to be introduced this season — the Ford Fiesta Zetec S 
Mk7. This will compete alongside the older Mk6 ST150 model 
in two separate classes, although the performance between the 
two is expected to be similar. 

The championship has also formeda partnership with BTCC race 
winner Josh Cook’s company, CookSport, which is building the new 
car and supplying controlled parts to competitors. “Having him and 
CookSport on board is an amazing opportunity for us and future 
drivers,” adds Payne, who says the cost of the championship is 
“comparable tothe JSCC’; with budgets in the region of £20-£30,000 
and anew Mk7 build £14,000. There is also a defined pathway, with 
the Fiesta Junior Championship offering drivers the chance to move 
up into the senior class. “I’m confident that the championship is in 
a good place to continue,’ adds Payne. “But now with the new car! 
think it’s in an even better place to continue for longer.” 

The future looks bright for all three series and, as aconsequence, 
allthe promising young talent coming through the ranks ¥ 
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FINISHING STRAIGHT 


MY FAVOURITE CAR 


IN THE MEDIA @ ARCHIVE 


ESSENTIAL VIEWING BUT 


WITH NOTABLE ABSENCES 


FORMULA 1: 
DRIVE TO SURVIVE 


Formula 1 fans may be excited 
for the new season to start, 
but to keep them satisfied 

in the meantime, Drive to 
Survive will hit screens 
tomorrow (Friday). The Netflix 
series has been a resounding 
success for F1, helping it reach an enormous new 
audience and broaden the spectrum of its fanbase, 
from fair-weather followers to diehard ‘stans’ 

Season three provided a new peak for DTS — it hit 
#1 worldwide on Netflix and outperformed the first 
season, which is unheard of in streaming circles. Yet 
season four is arguably the most important series to 
date. Not only did it need to build on that success, but 
it had to strike the right balance because its use of 
creative licence is in the spotlight more than ever. 

For the first time in DT'S’s history, there is a proper 
title battle for Netflix to sink its teeth into. The fight 
between Max Verstappen and Lewis Hamilton is a 
natural focal point throughout the season, set up 
well by the opening episode, which, while being a 
bit basic at points for long-serving fans, is a good 
refresher for those who only consume F1 via Netflix. 

But Verstappen’s absence — revealed last year due 
to his opposition to some “fake” storylines — is felt 
throughout the season, leaving much of his side of the 
story to be told by Christian Horner. The Red Bull team 
principal quickly takes up the bad guy mantle, making 


FORMULA 1 


DRIVE TO SURVIVE 


WETPLOL | wear 


regular barbs and jibes in Mercedes boss Toto Wolff’s 
direction (such as seeing him on a TV screen and saying: 
“Ah shut up, the guy has no f****** jdea.”). It does get 
quite repetitive, and could do with some more nuanced 
explanation of the rivalry instead of mudslinging. 

Lewis Hamilton is used sparingly through the season, 
but his interviews are illuminating. One of the most 
vulnerable moments comes when he talks to Wolff 
about his frustration over Baku — a race that isn’t given 
any coverage otherwise, strangely — and discusses his 
fears about catching COVID-19 again ahead of the 
sold-out British Grand Prix. It’s the kind of insight 
that only DTS can offer. 

Besides Verstappen, many other absences are felt 
through the eight episodes available to media at the 
time of writing. Fernando Alonso and Sebastian Vettel 
barely feature, while Ferrari seems to be shoehorned 
into the two McLaren-led episodes. Just as in season 
three with the hammed-up rivalry between Lando 
Norris and Carlos Sainz Jr, there does feel like a push 
for tension between Norris and Daniel Ricciardo that 
doesn’t feel totally accurate. 

DTS has always thrived off personalities, and this 
season is no different. Ricciardo is back and on good 
form as always, even if his Monza victory episode 
lacks added insight at points, and the use of figures 
such as Susie Wolff and Geri Horner is refreshing. 
One of the highlights is seeing Yuki Tsunoda at his 
absolute unfiltered best through an episode he shares 
with Esteban Ocon. It’s an odd pairing, framed around 
the fight for fifth in the constructors’ championship 
between Alpine and AlphaTauri, and both could really 
have done with their own episode. Ocon’s victory in 
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Verstappen is notable for 
his absence, having cited 


od 
aversion to “fake” storylines q 


Hungary is covered aptly though, given his role 
right from the start of DTS. 

Viewers will also be pleased to know that Haas and 
Netflix cult hero Gunther Steiner gets the spotlight 
again for an episode, although it is a somewhat tense 
affair. The storyline focuses on Nikita Mazepin’s early 
struggles and the influence of his father, Dmitry, who 
threatens to pull funding amid concerns that his son 
doesn’t have the same car as Mick Schumacher. The 
attempt at a redemption arc comes by playing up 
Mazepin’s performance at the Russian Grand Prix, 
where he finished last. It’s a bit of a stretch. 

The biggest question mark lingers over the final 
two episodes of the season (which have not yet 
been released to the media for viewing), which cover 
the conclusion to the championship. While the target 
market for the show may warrant some push for more 
creative licence, the fashion of the Abu Dhabi decider 
and the controversy means it really has to be accurate, 
and cannot be played around with if it wants to keep 
traditional F1 followers coming back. 

That will be the biggest test for season four, which, 
while remaining essential viewing, does lack a bit of 
depth through what was one of the most explosive 
seasons in recent F1 history. 


FIAPOOL 


MOTOGP 2022 QATAR GP REVIEW 
The 2022 MotoGP season kicked off last weekend 
in exciting style with the Qatar Grand Prix, and Enea 


Bastianini took an emotional win for Gresini Racing. In the 
latest Tank Slappers Podcast, Autosport’s Lewis Duncan is 
once again joined by|Motorsport.com’s|Oriol Puigdemont 
to discuss all the talking points from the opening round. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE 

Last month in Sweden this man’s 
21-year-old son seized his third WRC 
victory, on an event that in 2001 
was to yield the sole win for Harri 
Rovanpera. Here, Kalle’s dad, very 


much the loose-surface specialist, 
kicks up a storm of dirt and gravel in 
his Peugeot 206 WRC during 2002’s 
Rally Finland. He was on fine form, 
leading his home event briefly before 
hitting a rock on the next stage, with 


the resulting damage forcing him out. 

Rovanpera finished the year seventh r-vilvic ® 
in the points; his highest-placed IDUKE 
finishes were four second places —————————— 


in Sweden, on the Safari and in For classic rally DVDs head to 
New Zealand and Australia. dukevideo.com/rall 
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Damon Hill 


Williams FW18 


Even the very best of cars can have 
their areas of weakness, or diva-like 
tendencies — a term popularised by 
Mercedes in recent years. But on the 
1996 Williams FW18, weak spots 
were few and far between. 

Damon Hill took it to eight wins, nine 
pole positions and that year’s Formula 1 
World Championship, making it a shoo-in 
for his favourite car. And he also achieved 
a feat matched by only two other drivers 
in the past 40 years by qualifying for 
every race of an F1 season on the front 
row. To put that into perspective, only 
Hill, Ayrton Senna (1989) and Alain Prost 
(1993) have done so since the 1950s. 

The FW18 was fast everywhere and only 
beaten to pole four times in 1996. It was, 


SUTTON 


ALLPHOTOGRAPHY 


Hill says, “just a good car, it was good 
in every way”. “Every year you get a car 
and you get immediate feedback from it, 
whether it’s going to be good or not, and 
it just felt good straight away,” he says. 
“You jumped in, and just thought, ‘Wow, 
this is amazing.’ It felt really nimble and 
compact and beautifully put-together.” 

Hill worked with Renault engine boss 
Bernard Dudot and his team of engineers 
to get “more controllable torque” out of 
its V1o, which he used to balance the car. 
“They worked on creating this great 
broad spread of power, which was 
brilliant,” Hill remembers. 

He also relished that he could 
be comfortable in the car, having 
previously borne the brunt of designer 
Adrian Newey’s reluctance to prioritise 
ergonomics over performance. “I had to 
make do — it had always been a snug fit 
for a six-footer with size 11 feet,” he says. 
“And then come [FW]18, Adrian knew 
that I was the lead driver, they didn’t 
know what to expect from Jacques 
[Villeneuve], so they went, ‘OK, we’ve got 
to make this guy comfortable in the car.’ 

“Tt was the first car I’ve ever really just 
slotted into without a squeeze or losing 
my knuckles. When you’ve suddenly 
got space to work, it’s very liberating.” 
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